LIBRARY 

OF  THE 

Theological  Seminary, 

Case, 

PRINCETON,  N.  J. 

I 

' Shelf. 

, " 7 

Book , 

> 

"RL 

£ije  ot  JHfsaSoua; 


EDITED  FOR 

THE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS 

Of  the  Protestant  EpiscopalChurch  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

PREACH  THE  GOSPEL.  TO  EVERY  CREATURE. 


VOL.  VI.  OCTOBER,  1841.  No.  10. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

DOMESTIC. 

INDIANA. 

FROM  THE  REV.  B.  B.  KILLIKELLY,  D.  D.,  MISSIONARY  AT  VINCENNES. 

New-  York,  Sept.  6,  1841. 

The  missionary  having  been  absent  from  his  station  during 
the  two  last  quarters,  under  the  sanction  of  his  diocesan,  and  at 
the  instance  of  the  vestry  of  his  parish,  has  consequently  no 
parochial  acts  to  report.  He  is  however  happy  to  state  that  lay 
reading  has  been  regularly  held,  and  the  Sunday  school  kept  up; 
a pleasing  evidence  of  the  hold  the  Church  has  gained  on  the 
affections  of  her  members  in  this  young  parish.  Bishop  Kemper 
has  visited  Vincennes  since  the  last  report,  and  administered 
the  Holy  Communion  twice.  He  was  happily  in  time,  during 
his  first,  to  officiate  at  the  funeral  of  an  aged  and  pious  mem- 
ber of  the  Church,  “ the  old  man”  of  whom  he  spake  in  one  of 
his  early  communications.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hutchins,  residing  in 
Illinois,  also  visited  the  parish  once  and  celebrated  divine  ser- 
vice. It  was  stated  in  the  missionary’s  last  report,  that  he  was 
abroad  seeking  aid  to  build  a church  at  Vincennes.  In  further- 
ance of  this  object  lie  visited  Great  Britain,  that  he  might  into- 
rest  British  Christians  in  behalf  of  their  brethren  emigrating  to 
“the  far  West,”  and  it  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  the  mis- 
sionary now  bears  testimony  to  the  cheerful  readiness,  and 
Christian  spirit  with  which  his  appeal  was  met.  Acknowledg- 
ments were  made  at  the  proper  time  in  the  daily  prints,  but  it 
may  here  be  proper  to  particularize  the  Bishop  of  London  in 
furnishing  a written  recommendation  of  the  object.  Although 
the  sums  contributed  were  comparatively  small,  yet  the  offering 
being  made  merely  “ as  an  earnest  of  good  will  towards  the 
sister  Church  in  America,”  the  missionary  is  gratified  in  having 
had  the  opportunity  of  receiving  such  an  earnest  at  the  hands  of 
vol.  vi.  37 
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those  who  are  Christians  not  only  in  name  but  in  deed.  During 
the  brief  period  of  two  months  and  a half,  and  amid  many  draw- 
backs, the  sum  of  o£210  was  subscribed  in  England  : two  pounds 
by  a fellow  passenger  on  the  voyage  to  Liverpool,  and  twenty 
pounds,  five  shillings,  by  Captain  Hoskin  and  passengers  in  the 
“ Great  Western”  from  Bristol  to  New-York,  July  14th.  Nor 
can  a grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  one  pound, 
“ the  mite  of  a clergyman’s  widow,”  forwarded  lately  from 
London,  be  withheld;  may  her  “ cruise  of  oil”  never  fail.  Thus 
encouraged  by  the  liberality  and  Christian  spirit  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  abroad,  the  missionary  is  induced  to  believe  that  the 
Church  of  Christ  at  7iome  will  extend  a helping  hand,  and  enable 
their  brethren  at  Vincennes  to  build  a house  of  God.  “ Such  a 
building,”  says  Bishop  Kemper  in  recommending  the  object, 
“ is  necessary  to  their  future  growth ; indeed  their  existence,  as  a 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  depends  upon  it.  Having  done 
what  they  could,  I trust  they  will  be  enabled,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  others,  to  accomplish  an  object  so  dear  to  their  hearts, 
and  so  very  important  in  the  effort  now  making  to  spread  the 
truths  and  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  in  all  their  purity  through- 
out the  western  country.”  Without  the  aid  thus  sought,  it  is 
indeed  greatly  to  be  feared  that  the  energy  and  zeal  of  the  Roman 
Church  and  her  almost  inexhaustible  resources  will  extinguish 
the  pure  Gospel  light,  which,  though  now  shining  but  faintly  in 
that  portion  of  the  states,  promises  under  divine  providence,  if 
supported  by  Christian  zeal  and  Christian  benevolence,  to  be  a 
happy  instrument  of  checking  the  spread  of  Romanism,  especi- 
ally among  the  rising  generation  in  the  West,  and  bringing  up 
thousands  yet  unborn  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 

MISSOURI. 

FROM  THE  REV.  ISAAC  SMITH,  MISSIONARY  AT  ST.  CHARLES. 

St.  Charles,  June  18,  1841. 

The  design  of  building  a church,  this  summer,  has  been  re- 
linquished, in  consequence  of  so  many  failures  in  business. 

Our  beloved  Bishop  visited  us  on  the  25th  of  April,  preached 
twice  and  confirmed  two  persons ; both  having  become  commu- 
nicants before  confirmation. 

I have  baptized  one  infant ; one  has  been  added  to  the  com- 
munion ; one  removed. 

I have  conducted  the  services  regularly  at  St.  Charles,  and 
preached  on  every  Sunday,  except  twice,  when  I officiated  in 
the  afternoon  on  the  other  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  in  St. 
Louis  county,  for  a very  respectable  aud  attentive  congregation, 
and  where  1 find  there  are  now  five  communicants.  I returned 
to  St.  Charles  and  officiated  at  5 o’clock  P.  M.  the  same  days. 

I still  continue  to  officiate  in  the  country  once  in  about  tvv© 
weeks. 

The  future  is  in  the  hands  of  God,  and  I leave  all  to  him. 
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FROM  THE  REV.  T.  E.  PAINE,  MISSIONARY  AT  PALMYRA. 

Palmyra,  June  21,  1841. 

During  the  last  quarter  I have  officiated  twice  on  each 
Sunday  at  Palmyra  usually.  One  Sunday  I gave  to  Christ 
Church  St.  Louis,  and  on  one  or  two  afternoons  our  services 
have  been  interrupted  by  funerals.  I have  officiated  also  at 
Hannibal,  and  in  the  county  where  I propose  to  continue  a 
regular  appointment,  it  being  in  a neighborhood  convenient  to 
several  of  our  remote  members,  and  where  there  will  probably 
be  always  a good  attendance. 

Nothing  of  material  interest  has  transpired  in  our  affairs 
during  the  last  quarter.  One  permanent  congregation  are,  it  is 
believed,  increasing,  and  appear  interested.  We  had  a visit 
from  the  Bishop  in  May,  which  seemed  to  give  some  impulse  to 
our  affairs;  owing  to  individual  causes,  the  notice  was  so  short 
that  we  were  unable  to  get  the  attendance  of  some  candidates 
for  confirmation  at  a distance.  I regret  that  my  means  are  so 
limited,  that  I am  unable  to  itinerate  more.  Much  good  I feel 
confident  could  be  accomplished.  I hear  of  Episcopalians  far 
and  near,  anxious  for  an  occasional  service.  Communicants 
added,  by  removal  2,  new  1,  total  33;  confirmation  1,  baptism 
(infant)  1.  We  have  organized  a Sunday  school,  of  the  prospect 
of  which,  it  is  not  possible  to  sjieak  confidently  as  yet.  We  have 
the  usual  difficulty  of  procuring  faithful  teachers. 


FROM  THE  REV.  P.  R.  MINARD,  MISSIONARY  AT  ST.  LOUIS. 

St.  Louis,  June  22,  1841. 

Services  have  been  rendered  as  usual  during  the  last  quarter 
in  this  my  field  of  missionary  labor,  with  the  exception  of  one 
Sunday,  when  I visited  Mr.  Paine  at  Palmyra.  My  church  was 
open  morning  and  evening,  and  the  service  was  read  by  Mr. 
Corban  of  the  college.  During  my  absence  of  a week,  how- 
ever, I was  not  idle.  I preached  three  times  in  Palmyra  and 
twice  in  Hannibal. 

1 have  performed  one  other  service  out  of  the  parish  assigned 
me.  I was  called  to  Collinsville,  111.,  to  sympathize  with  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Darrow  on  the  loss  of  his  infant,  and  to  commit  its 
body  to  the  earth.  At  his  request  I preached  to  a respectable 
congregation  for  a week-day.  His  small  church  is  very  neat 
but  not  furnished  with  pews.  Mr.  Darrow  deserves  great  credit 
for  his  perseverance  in  the  good  work. 

I cannot  say  that  we  have  made  much  progress  since  my  last 
report.  We  have  gained  some  families,  but  lost  several  by  re- 
movals. The  Sunday  school  has  decidedly  increased,  but  to 
what  extent  I cannot  tell,  as  my  superintendent  is  at  the  college. 
We  have  also  succeeded  in  raising  the  money  to  pay  off  our 
church  debts,  or  at  least  it  is  all  pledged.  If  we  can  pay  for 
our  lot  we  shall  be  secure.  Baptized  four  infants.  The  present 
number  of  communicants  is  seventy ; two  have  removed  and 
fifty  added. 
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KENTUCKY. 

FROM  THE  RET.  M.  F.  MAURY,  MISSIONARY  AT  DANVILLE. 

Danville,  June  17,  1S41. 

Circumstances  in  their  nature  call  me  to  the  East,  where  I 
presume  I shall  be  detained  until  after  the  General  Convention. 
I regret  exceedingly  that  I am  compelled  to  leave  my  flock 
without  a shepherd  for  such  a length  of  time.  Should  my  life  be 
spared,  with  the  blessing  of  Him  without  whom  we  can  do  no 
good  thing,  I shall  return  to  the  field  of  my  labors,  prepared,  I 
trust,  to  enter  upon  my  work  with  renewed  zeal  and  diligence. 
Being  the  first  clergyman  of  the  Church,  reared,  educated  and 
ordained  in  the  West,  my  feelings  and  sympathies  are  identified 
with  her  interests ; and  having  grown  to  manhood  without  ever 
having  enjoyed  her  delightful  services,  I have  every  disposition 
to  make  known  her  heavenly  ways,  and  to  see  her  put  on  her 
beautiful  garments  in  this  desolate  region. 

I have  kept  up  the  services  regularly  at  Danville  since  my 
last  report.  Besides,  we  had  a delightful  season  at  our  Con- 
vention, which  met  in  Danville  on  the  13th  of  May  and  arose  on 
the  16th.  The  Sunday  school  is  still  quite  large,  and  I hope 
will  yet  prove  a nursery  to  the  Church,  which  is  evidently  more 
prosperous  now  than  it  ever  has  been  since  its  first  organization 
in  Danville. 


FROM  THE  REV.  N.  N.  COWGILL,  MISSIONARY  AT  BEACIILAND. 

Beachland,  June  28,  1S41. 

In  consequence  of  bad  health  I have  been  able  to  fulfil  but  few 
of  my  appointments.  I have  preached  in  Hardin  county  but 
twice — in  Breckenridge  once — once  had  no  congregation  in 
consequence  of  a heavy  and  continued  rain  ; at  Breckenridge 
I was  taken  sick  in  the  pulpit;  in  Jefferson  county  three  times  ; 
in  Trinity  Church,  Danville,  once  during  the  meeting  of  our 
annual  Convention.  At  the  Convention  it  was  my  inestimable 
privilege  to  be  admitted  to  the  sacred  order  of  priest  in  the 
Church  of  God.  On  the  first  of  this  month  I was  called  into 
Shelby  county  (30  miles  distant)  to  preach  a funeral  sermon.  I 
have  also  visited  the  families  spoken  of  in  my  last ; they  reside 
in  what  is  called  the  Horse  Shoe  or  Big  Bend,  on  the  Ohio, 
about  60  miles  below  this.  My  health  being  feeble,  I officiated 
for  them  but  once,  and  at  the  same  time  administered  the  ordi- 
nance of  baptism.  I found  there  four  Episcopal  families,  one 
of  which  removed  there  this  spring  from  Bladenburgh,  which, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  two  other  families  from 
that  place  has  nearly  broken  up  our  infant  parish. 

At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  our  friends  in  the  Bend,  I shall 
devote  a portion  of  my  time  to  them.  We  have  there  one  good 
man  and  true,  who  is  a licensed  lay  reader ; the  neighbors 
generally  gather  at  his  house  on  Sunday  morning,  where  they 
have  the  service  and  a sermon.  In  the  Barrens,  Breckenridge 
county,  I think  we  shall  get  a church  before  a great  while ; one 
gentleman  has  promised  us  two  hundred  dollars. 
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FROM  THE  REV.  F.  B.  NASH,  MISSIONARY  AT  PARIS. 

Paris,  June  29,  1S41. 

I have  officiated  at  this  place  every  Sunday  morning  during 
the  quarter,  with  one  exception  ; when  I was  absent,  attending 
our  annual  Convention,  and  also  occasionally  in  a neighboring 
village  on  Sunday  evening.  Our  Sunday  school  has  occupied 
so  much  of  my  time  on  Sunday  afternoons,  that  I have  not  offici- 
ated elsewhere  as  often  as  I otherwise  should  have  done.  The 
Sunday  school  is  still  quite  flourishing.  One  member  of  the 
congregation  has  expressed  a desire  to  become  a communicant 
at  the  next  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  I have  good  rea- 
son for  believing  that  there  will  be  some  other  additions  on  that 
occasion. 


FROM  THE  REV.  R.  ASH,  MISSIONARY  AT  SMITHLAND. 

Smithland,  July  20,  1S41. 

The  Sunday  school  here  is  rather  on  the  increase  ; about  50 
children  and  youths  have  been  reading  the  books  of  the  Sunday 
School  Library ; and  it  may  be  hoped  that  many  will  be  bene- 
fitted  by  those  evangelical  volumes,  who  do  not  attend  the 
Sunday  school.  A slight  change  has  taken  place  in  regard  to 
the  observance  of  the  Lord’s  day.  One  store  has  been  regu- 
larly closed  on  that  day  for  several  months,  and  not  so  many  of 
the  ship-carpenters  labor  now  as  formerly.  I need  a few  Bibles 
and  Prayer  Books,  for  gratuitous  distribution  in  the  Cumberland 
Hospital  and  among  the  poor. 

TENNESSEE. 

FROM  THE  REV.  E.  REED,  MISSIONARY  AT  RANDOLPH. 

F^andoVph,  June  21,  1841. 

Nothing  has  occurred  of  peculiar  interest  during  the  last 
quarter.  The  services  have  been  regularly  held,  and  well  at- 
tended. The  interest  in  the  Church  seems  to  be  increasing,  and 
I am  not  without  hope  that  some  are  through  her  learning  the 
way  to  life. 

I have  officiated,  although  not  regularly,  to  the  colored  per- 
sons, sometimes  in  the  evening  and  sometimes  in  the  afternoon 
of  Sunday.  They  attend  well,  and  seem  much  interested  in 
the  services.  They  have  great  need  of  instruction,  but  my 
physical  strength  will  not  permit  me  to  give  them  that  attention 
which  would  be  agreeable  to  my  feelings.  In  addition  to  the 
Bible  class  in  town,  another  has  been  formed  on  Big  Creek, 
where  there  are  a few  Episcopal  families,  and  where  occasional 
service  has  been  held.  We  have  also  had,  during  a part  of  the 
quarter,  a weekly  meeting  for  improvement  in  sacred  music. 

I have  baptized  five  infants  and  three  adults,  and  admitted 
two  persons  to  the  communion.  Both  the  latter  received  that 
sacrament  at  home,  being  dangerously  ill,  and  one  of  them  has 
since  died.  Although  unacquainted  with  the  Saviour,  when  at- 
tacked by  the  fatal  disease,  (consumption,)  God  spared  her  to 
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be  baptized  into  Christ,  and  to  partake  of  His  most  precious 
body  and  blood ; and  she  died  in  the  comfort  of  His  holy  re- 
ligion. She  was  a stranger  in  a strange  land ; but  I trust  she 
has  entered  into  the  mansion  of  her  Heavenly  Father,  that  she 
lias  found  the  better  country  which  God  enabled  her,  during  her 
last  days,  heartily  to  seek. 


FROM  THE  REV.  P.  W.  ALSTON,  MISSIONARY  AT  MEMPHIS. 

Memphis,  June  30,  1841. 

During  the  past  quarter  I have  baptized  three  adults,  and  re- 
ceived two  persons  as  communicants.  At  the  residence  of  a 
gentleman  in  Mississippi,  forty  miles  from  this  place,  I have  also 
baptized  two  children,  and  administered  the  Holy  Communion 
to  seven  persons.  In  the  general  condition  of  the  Church  at  this 
place,  there  has  been  no  change ; except  that  its  dues  to  the 
Episcopate,  (accumulated  during  several  years  previous  to  the 
period  of  my  settlement  here,)  have,  by  a happy  effort,  been 
discharged.  The  want  of  a larger  house  of  worship  is  felt 
more  and  more. 


FROM  THE  REV.  D.  STEPHENS,  D.  D.,  MISSIONARY  AT  BOLIVAR. 

Bolivar,  July  13,  1841. 

Services  have  been  regularly  performed  in  our  Female  Aca- 
demy, as  heretofore. 

The  workmen  are  now  employed  in  laying  the  foundation  of 
our  church  edifice.  The  next  diocesan  convention  will  be 
held  here,  which  will  encourage  and  excite  us  to  have  our  church 
ready  for  consecration.  Baptism,  adult,  1 ; confirmation,  1 ; 
communicant  added,  1 ; Sunday  school  scholars,  about  60. 


ALABAMA. 

FROM  THE  REV  J.  E.  SAWYER,  MISSIONARY  AT  GREENSBORO’. 

Greensboro',  June  16,  1841. 

We  have  happily  been  permitted  to  get  into  our  church  edifice  ; 
the  interior  of  which  is  not  quite  finished,  nor  is  the  steeple  yet 
completed.  But  our  hearts  are  gladdened  by  the  change  from 
a room  in  an  upper  story  to  the  airy  and  commodious  house 
that  we  have  reared  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God.  The 
organ  has  been  put  up  by  Mr.  Bowden,  of  your  city,  and  a 
choir  formed,  so  that  we  have  the  prospect  of  good  music, 
which  is  part  of  public  worship  apt  to  be  neglected  in  this  busy 
country. 

A lady  of  liberality,  who  is  prominent  in  all  good  works, 
has  presented  to  the  church  a beautiful  surplice ; and  another, 
who  is  but  a visitor  to  our  town,  has  generously  ordered  from 
the  North  a Bible  and  Prayer  Book  for  the  desk.  These  are 
circumstances  that  should  impart  energy  and  hope  to  the  hearts 
of  those  who  love  the  Church  of  Christ. 


1841.] 
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FROM  THE  REV.  JAS.  YOUNG,  MISSIONARY  AT  FLORENCE. 

Florence,  June  19,  1841. 

I am  extremely  happy  in  being  able  to  report  a continuance 
of  encouraging  prospects  for  the  station  under  my  charge  ; 
especially  as  I have  good  grounds  for  humble  confidence  that  it 
proceeds  from  the  favor  of  the  “ Giver  of  all  good”  towards  us. 
Our  congregations  in  Florence  have  been  gradually  increasing 
in  numbers ; of  the  regular  attendants,  those  who  feel  attached 
to  the  Church  and  call  themselves  by  one  name,  have  increased 
nearly  two  fold. 

I rejoice  to  see  the  words  of  life  and  truth  manifesting  their 
power  through  the  operation  of  the  Spirit;  in  reclaiming  the 
wandering  and  the  otherwise  helpless  and  undone,  for  whom,  in 
the  language  of  the  apostle,  I travail  until  Christ  be  formed  in 
them. 

There  are  such  in  my  little  flock  here,  and  I always  rejoice 
to  see  them  in  church,  but  more  to  discover  that  some  of  the 
good  seed  is  productive  of  its  fruits  in  their  lives. 

In  Tuscumbia  also,  where  our  difficulties  are  many  and  great, 
I have  much  to  encourage  me  to  perseverance,  and  to  the  belief 
that  the  worst  is  past.  Our  congregation  there  has  been 
gradually  enlarging,  and  the  sweet  influence  of  the  gospel 
strengthening  among  the  members  of  the  Church.  They  are 
too  few  and  poor  at  present  to  think  about  attempting  to  build 
a church,  but  it  is  a subject  of  hope.  The  want  of  a suitable 
building  is  our  greatest  perceptible  impediment.  Few  or  none 
but  the  members  of  the  Church  will  attend  at  the  school-house 
in  which  we  meet ; whereas  when  we  occupied  the  Methodist 
meeting-house  (kindly  loaned  to  us  for  the  occasion)  on  Trinity 
Sunday,  the  congregation  was  quite  large,  and  such  as  we  might 
expect  regularly  had  we  a church  of  our  own. 

During  the  past  quarter  I have  administered  the  sacrament 
of  the  Lord’s  supper  twice  ; baptism,  one  infant. 


FROM  THE  REV.  J.  J.  SCOTT,  MISSIONARY  AT  LIVINGSTON. 

Livingston,  June  24,  1841. 

I have  officiated  as  heretofore  at  this  place  and  Demopolis. 
The  state  of  feeling  here  (Livingston)  is  certainly  of  a character 
highly  gratifying,  and  betokens  an  unlooked  for  degree  of  prospe- 
rity. Our  public  services  are  usually  well  attended  by  all  orders  of 
persons,  and  by  none  more  punctually  than  the  young.  I have  ob- 
served with  pleasure  a marked  attention  to  the  order  and  spirit- 
uality of  the  Liturgy.  The  numberof  Prayer  Books  has  increased, 
and  the  responses  are  made  with  more  of  uniformity,  and  so  far 
as  I am  competent  to  judge,  both  with  the  spirit  and  the  under- 
standing. I have  administered  the  Lord’s  supper  twice  at  this 
place,  to  the  refreshing  and  strengthening  of  the  souls  of  our 
communicants.  We  seem  to  be  knit  closer  together  by  the  use 
of  this  sacrament,  and  with  scarcely  an  exception  have  become 
more  animated  and  zealous  in  Christian  duties.  I cherish  the 
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hope,  this  fervor  of  feeling  will  flow  on  and  soon  result  in  the 
ultimate  establishment  and  continued  prosperity  of  the  Church 
among  us.  In  the  midst  of  this  joyous  hope  we  are  solemnly 
reminded  that  we  have  “no  continuing  city  here” by  the  removal 
from  the  church  militant  of  one  of  our  little  flock.  The  indivi- 
dual to  whom  1 have  reference,  died  in  a distant  city,  and  as  I 
am  credibly  informed,  in  full  prospect  of  the  delightful  realities 
of  heaven.  We  have  had  an  accession  of  two  individuals  to  the 
communion  by  removal.  I have  baptized  two  infants.  The  ves- 
try, with  a laudable  zeal,  have  contracted  for  the  building  of  a 
neat  though  small  church  edifice.  It  will  be  of  sufficient  dimen- 
sions for  our  ordinary  congregation,  46  by  30,  with  26  pews, 
with  gallery  and  vestry  room  ten  feet  square. 

I have  administered  the  Lord’s  supper  once  at  Demopolis  to 
about  20  persons,  half  of  them  church  people  ; one  of  the  persons 
communed  the  first  time.  I have  preached  at  two  other  places; 
once  to  a group  of  persons  in  the  country,  living  about  ten 
miles  from  Livingston,  at  a place  having  no  name,  but  which  I 
shall  hereafter  call  Dehon.  The  congregation  though  small  was 
yet  very  orderly  and  attentive.  I have  visited  Sumpterville  or 
Pattonshill,  twelve  miles  from  here.  The  public  services  were 
numerously  attended  by  the  dissenters  of  all  sorts.  This  village 
is  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  best  land  in  Sumpter  county,  and 
as  good  as  any  in  the  state.  The  plantations  are  small,  and  con- 
sequently the  population  is  more  dense  than  usual  in  this  section 
of  the  country.  I regret,  however,  to  say,  that  in  the  midst  of 
the  largest  congregation  in  which  I have  performed  the  services 
out  of  Mobile,  since  I have  been  in  Alabama,  I only  found  two 
communicants  of  the  Church,  and  only  a few  others  who  had 
ever  heard  a clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  ; it  being  the 
first  time  our  service  was  ever  held  in  that  region.  By  repeat- 
ed importunity,  I shall  visit  them  again,  the  Lord  willing. 


FROM  THE  REV.  T.  A.  COOK,  MISSIONARY  AT  LA  FAYETTE. 

La  Fayette,  June  30,  1S41. 

By  the  blessing  of  God  I have  been  able  to  keep  up  regular 
services  twice  every  Sunday,  with  the  exception  of  one  day, 
when  the  weather  was  so  inclement  that  a congregation  could 
not  be  assembled.  Our  services  are  better  attended  and  so  far 
as  the  temporal  prosperity  of  the  station  may  be  considered, 
your  missionary  has  reason  to  be  encouraged.  He  does  not,  how- 
ever, see  that  growth  in  grace,  without  which  all  other  things 
are  valueless.  The  orderly  deportment  and  kind  attention  on 
which  he  might  report,  are  not  the  sine  qua  non  ; but  grace  be- 
ing the  gift  of  God,  we  can  only  look  to  him  in  hope  of  a time 
when  many  shall  be  added  to  the  Church  of  such  as  shall  be 
saved.  It  has  been  my  practice  to  administer  the  sacrament  of 
the  Lord’s  supper  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month,  and  also 
as  far  as  practicable  to  observe  the  festivals  and  fasts  appointed 
by  the  Church.  I am  still  in  hope  of  reporting  several  addi- 
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tions  to  the  present  number  of  communicants,  and  am  quite  dis- 
appointed in  not  having  to  do  so  at  the  present  time. 

LOUISIANA. 

FROM  THE  REV.  J.  BURKE,  MISSIONARY  AT  NATCHITOCHES. 

Natchitoches,  Aug.  20,  1S41. 

I entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  missionary  station  at  Natchi- 
toches, on  the  17th  of  May  last. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  the  interest  felt  in  our 
church  service  at  Natchitoches  is  not  only  unabated  but  con- 
tinues daily  increasing,  and  seems  literally  to  renew  the  whole 
moral  aspect  of  society.  I tried  soon  after  my  arrival  here  to 
establish  a Sunday  school,  but  failed.  I could  neither  get  scho- 
lars nor  teachers.  But  I was  not  discouraged;  I tried  again,  the 
Sunday  before  last,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  behold  twenty- 
six  children  pressing  forward  for  instruction.  I now  as  stated 
below  number  thirty-four  on  my  list,  some  of  them  having  Ro- 
man Catholic  parents  ; and  this  too  after  the  avowal  from  the 
pulpit  that  I should  give  no  religious  instruction,  save  that  which 
is  agreeable  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

I trust  God  will  prosper  the  good  work  we  have  commenced 
in  this  place.  Never  was  I more  fully  sensible  of  the  import  of 
the  apostolic  precept— preach  the  word — be  instant  in  season,  out 
of  season.  Soon  after  I came  here,  my  vestry  expressed  the 
opinion,  that  as  at  the  second  service  I should  be  likely  to  have 
very  few  attendants,  (several  returning  to  the  country,)  the  at- 
tempt would  be  scarcely  worth  while  ; but  we  have  all  been 
very  agreeably  mistaken.  I have  at  the  second  service  almost 
as  many  as  at  the  first.  Our  singing  has  become  very  good — 
the  result  of  much  persevering  practice.  Two  of  our  very  first 
planters  come  four  and  six  miles  from  the  country,  with  their 
families,  even  on  week  days,  to  join  in  our  exei'cise  of  sacred 
music.  We  are  about  to  have  the  service  of  a teacher  of  music, 
to  give  instructions  to  our  children,  and  to  the  congregation  : 
and  we  have  appropriated  the  collection  made  on  the  first  Sunday 
of  each  month,  to  the  purchase  of  Sunday  school  books.  1 am 
happy  also  to  inform  you,  that  I have  succeeded  in  procuring  a 
good  many  subscribers  to  the  Spirit  of  Missions. 

There  are  those  in  the  congregation  who  are  earnestly  in- 
quiring what  they  must  do  to  be  saved.  The  moral  waste 
around  us,  as  well  as  the  physical,  is  loudly  calling  for  culture. 
May  the  time  soon  arrive,  when  the  ministers  of  God’s  word 
shall  sow  in  it,  abundantly,  the  seeds  of  a blessed  immortality;' 
when  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  glad  them,  and 
the  desert  shall  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose. 

The  people  tell  me  I have  come  here  at  a very  unfortunate 
time,  as  by  reason  of  their  pecuniary  difficulties  they  can  do 
but  little  to  support  me.  They  are  mistaken  in  this  matter. 
I could  not  have  come  here  at  a better  time.  Never  were  their 
hearts  more  open  than  they  now  are,  to  the  sacred  influence  of 
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the  Gospel.  As  for  me  and  my  affairs,  they  are  as  dust  in  the 
balance.  I doubt  not  the  Lord  will  provide  for  me,  and  enable 
the  Church  to  assist  me.  Had  I come  at  the  period  of  their 
pride  and  prospei'ity,  I might  have  found  them  hard  as  adamant. 
But  now  they  can  individually  say  with  the  Psalmist,  it  is  good 
for  me  that  I have  been  afflicted,  that  I may  learn  thy  statutes. 
Families  43,  communicants  3,  Sunday  school,  scholars  34, 
teachers  8. 


ARKANSAS. 

FROM  THE  REV.  W.  H.  C.  YEAGER,  MISSIONARY  AT  LITTLE  ROCK. 

Little  Rock,  June  28,  1841. 

The  cause  of  Christ  at  this  place  is  steadily,  though  slowly, 
progressing.  We  have  commenced  to  build  a church  in  Ar- 
kansas : this  is  something  towards  planting  the  banner  of  the 
cross,  for  which  the  Lord  be  thanked.  By  the  blessing  of  the 
same  Lord,  we  think  that  we  shall  have  reason  to  rejoice  over 
the  conversion  of  some  precious  souls.  During  the  last  quarter, 
I have  not  been  able  to  officiate  every  Sunday,  partly  on  the  ac- 
count of  sickness,  and  also,  because  the  church  in  which  1 officiate 
is  occasionally  occupied  by  a Presbyterian  minister,  who  lives 
30  miles  from  this  place.  The  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  anti- 
cipation of  another  sickly  season,  have  caused  a great  many  to 
leave  the  town,  and  therefore  there  is  not  the  same  appearance 
of  industry  and  business,  which  the  town  presented  last  year 
about  this  time;  yet  our  meetings  for  divine  worship  are  as  well 
attended  as  usual. 

We  are  desirous  of  expressing  our  thanks  to  the  Female 
Prayer  Book  Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  N.  Y.  Bible  and 
Prayer  Book  Society,  for  their  liberal  donations.  The  Prayer 
Books  are  in  demand.  They  will  effect  a great  deal  towards 
establishing  the  congregation  of  this  place  ; and  they  will  be  of 
great  assistance  to  the  congregations  that  are,  and  will  be  esta- 
blished in  the  state.  They  perform  one  half  of  the  work  of  the 
missionary.  Families  23,  communicants  added  2,  total  12. 


FOREIGN. 

WESTERN  AFRICA. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  REV.  DR.  SAVAGE.  JULY  TO  DECEMBER,  1840. 
Departure  for  the  Leeivard  Coast — Druin — Cape  St.  Andrew — 
Cape  Lahoo — Cape  St.  Appolonia — Ancient  Forts — Dix 
Cove — Cape  Coast — Annamaboe — Winnebah — Accra,  &fc. 

In  accordance  with  a resolution  of  the  mission,  authorizing 
me  to  examine  the  Leeward  Coast,  with  a view  to  future  sta- 
tions, I sailed  from  Cape  Palmas  on  the  evening  of  July  27th. 
Intercourse  more  or  less  free,  was  had  in  going  and  returning, 
with  the  most  important  points,  as  far  as  Accra,  including  a 
range  of  sea-coast  not  less  than  550  miles.  Passing  the  Bah-bo 
and  Plah-bo  tribes,  and  what  is  known  as  the  “ Tahoo  Country," 
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my  report  will  begin  with  the  region  familiarly  known  to  traders 
by  the  name  of  Druin. 

Druin — Character  of  the  tribe — Cruelty  of  traders. — Druin  is 
divided  into  three  or  more  districts,  called  Picquaniny,  Druin 
Saucy,  Druin,  and  High  Druin,  extending  coastwise  about 
twenty  miles.  The  inhabitants,  with  those  of  St.  Andrew  adja- 
cent, belonged  originally  to  the  same  tribe.  Though  still 
speaking  the  same  language,  they  are  divided  into  distinct 
branches,  each  having  its  separate  interests,  a state  of  things  ob- 
servable among  other  tribes.  Their  numerals  contain  two 
words  only,  (“  sunk”  and  “tank,”  two  and  three,)  precisely 
like  those  of  the  Grebo ; the  others  show  no  affinity  whatever. 
The  reputed  barbarous  aspect  and  practices  of  the  Druins,  are 
well  known.  I was  however  agreeably  disappointed  in  their 
appearance,  as  they  came  on  board,  not  discovering  that  fero- 
city described  by  others.  It  is  the  practice  of  Some  traders  to 
keep  a rigid  guard  while  at  anchor,  but  others  having  established 
among  them  a character  for  fair  dealing,  find  it  no  more  neces- 
sary here  than  at  many  other  points.  It  is  now  the  generally 
received  opinion  among  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  tra- 
ders, that  their  acts  of  plunder  and  barbarity  have  arisen  more 
by  way  of  retaliation  or  revenge,  than  from  any  natural  dispo- 
sition to  ferocity.  Many  and  cruel  are  the  impositions  practised 
by  the  white  man.  Within  the  last  five  years  natives  have  been 
decoyed  on  board  of  vessels,  chained  and  concealed,  and  carried 
into  hopeless  slavery.  The  last  act  known  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, was  that  of  cold  blooded  murder,  by  an  American. 

Cape  St.  Andrew — Soil — Productions. — This  is  a more  impor- 
tant native  settlement,  on  the  east  bank  of  a large  river  of  the 
same  name.  Vessels  anchor  oftener  here  than  at  Druin,  the 
natives  being  of  a more  pacific  character.  The  land  is  high 
and  broken,  affording,  it  is  said,  a fertile  soil  and  excellent 
water.  The  productions  are  rice,  maize,  &c.  Poultry,  pigs, 
goats,  sheep  and  beeves,  are  so  abundant  as  to  induce  vessels 
“ to  run  in  and  stock  for  the  homeward  voyage.”  Ivory,  palm 
oil  and  camwood,  constitute  the  chief  articles  of  commerce. 
The  distance  from  Cape  Palmas  is  about  100  miles.  Annual 
visits  are  paid  by  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  “ Grand  Devil,” 
whose  location  is  about  twenty-five  miles  up  the  Cavally  river, 
where  their  annual  Fetish  is  renewed.  We  had  a visit  from  the 
chief,  who,  upon  being  asked,  expressed  a desire  to  have  a mis- 
sionary reside  among  his  people,  giving  the  usual,  but  dubious 
evidence  of  his  sincerity,  a profusion  of  promises,  of  protection 
and  assistance. 

Cape  Lahoo — Character  of  the  Inhabitants — Trade — Visit  of 
Chief- — Prospect  for  establishment  of  a school — Population — Pro- 
ducts— Country  east  of  Lahoo,  fyc. — The  next  most  prominent 
point  is  Cape  Lahoo,  70  miles  from  Cape  St.  Audrew,  and  170 
from  Cape  Palmas.  The  shore  here  is  low,  and  without  any 
prominence  that  can  entitle  it  to  the  name  of  Cape.  The  town 
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is  unusually  large,  (from  three  to  four  miles  in  extent,)  and  is 
known  by  numerous  lofty  cocoa-nut  trees  interspersed  through- 
out : thus  embowered,  it  presents  a highly  picturesque  and  in- 
teresting view  from  the  sea.  We  were  repeatedly  visited  by 
the  inhabitants,  in  overwhelming  numbers,  whose  general  aspect 
bespeaks  a decided  superiority  over  the  more  windward  tribes. 
The  majority  of  those  who  came  on  board  spoke  English  intel- 
ligibly, exhibiting  throughout  a surprising  degree  of  shrewdness 
and  tact  at  trade. 

It  is  here  gold  dust  is  first  seen,  and  offered  as  a product  of 
the  region,  and  hence  it  is  considered  as  the  commencement  of 
the  Gold  Coast.  -More  trade,  it  is  said,  is  done  here,  than  at 
any  other  point  west  of  the  Forts.  There  has  been  & free  ex- 
change of  commodities  with  Europeans,  almost  from  the  time 
of  their  earliest  discoveries.  I was  disappointed  here  also,  as 
at  Cape  St.  Afodrew,  in  my  design  of  going  on  shore-  Our  ar- 
rival was  at  an  unfavorable  time,  when  the  periodical  swell 
from  the  ocean  had  set  in  with  great  violence.  The  coast  at 
this  point  is  wholly  unprotected,  having  no  rocks  or  projections 
whatever,  to  break  the  force  of  the  waves  in  landing.  I had 
dressed  myself  in  view  of  an  upset,  intending  to  make  an  at- 
tempt, but  so  strong  was  the  captain’s  representation  of  the 
danger,  and  remonstrance,  I felt  it  my  duty  to  desist,  hoping 
that  a favorable  opportunity  would  occur  on  my  return.  We 
received  a visit  from  the  chief  and  some  of  his  head  men,  who 
did  not  seem- so  desirous  to  have  a school  as  I had  been  led  to 
expect,  though  their  consent  was  readily  obtained.  They  have 
always  been  opposed  to  the  residence  of  a trader  among  them, 
from  a desire  to  retain  in  their  own  hands  the  profits  and  com- 
missions of  the  business  annually  done  here,  to  a large  amount. 
The  benefit  of  a school,  in  their  estimation,  is  simply  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  English  language  ; and  of  that,  sufficient  only  to 
render  them  intelligible  in  trade.  There  is  a mongrel  dialect 
of  the  Portuguese,  Spanish,  French  and  English  combined,  and 
in  some  places  Dutch,  which,  being  easily  acquired,  is  made  the 
common  medium  of  communication  with  the  natives,  by  traders 
from  these  different  nations.  It  is  also  the  English  used  through- 
out the  western  coast  by  the  Dutch,  Portuguese  and  Danes,  and 
is  more  often  the  only  means  of  intercourse  among  the  different 
European  residents.  Among  the  natives,  to  acquire  this  is  to 
qualify  one’s  self  to  be  an  efficient  tradesman.  A school  there- 
fore will  be  admissible  at  some  point  where  the  location  of  a 
trader  will  not  be.  Besides,  many  of  those  who  speak  English 
having  visited  the  foreign  settlements,  have  learned  in  some  de- 
gree to  distinguish  between  the  missionary  and  trader.  Little 
or  no  difficulty,  therefore,  need  be  apprehended  in  establishing 
a mission  at  Cape  Lahoo.  The  population,  I am  inclined  to 
think,  is  more  dense  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Gold  Coast. 
A large  river,  having  a common  origin  with  two  others,  empties 
its  waters  into  the  ocean  just  east  of  the  town,  by  which  a free 
intercourse  is  had  with  the  interior. 
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Rice  and  Maize  are  among  the  principal  productions  of  the 
region.  Live  stock  of  the  usual  kinds  abounds.  Fish  are  obtain- 
ed both  from  the  fresh  and  salt  waters  of  excellent  kind.  Gold, 
palm  oil,  and  ivory,  are  the  principal  articles  of  export,  large 
quantities  of  which  are  taken  off  annually  by  English  and  Ame- 
rican ships. 

East  of  Cape  Lahoo  lies  a range  of  coast  of  similar  geogra- 
phical features,  and  embracing  several  other  important  trading 
points.  The  population  however  is  less  dense,  it  having  been 
at  different  periods,  the  scene  of  cruel  warfare.  The  principal 
towns  are  Jack  Lahu,  Grand  Bassam,  Jacque  a Jacques,  and 
Assinee,  all  of  which  are  visited  more  or  less  almost  constantly 
by  vessels  of  different  nations  and  will  be  found  on  the  maps. 
At  Assinee  a larger  amount  of  gold  is  said  to  be  taken  than  at 
any  other  points  west  of  the  Forts.  At  about  this  point  the 
land  begins  to  be  higher,  and  is  characterized  as  you  proceed 
eastward  by  bold  elevations,  projections  and  granite  rocks.  A 
number  of  fine  rivers  empty  their  waters  into  the  sea  along  this 
range  and  afford  great  facilities  for  intercourse  with  the  interior 
tribes.  Assinee  is  spoken  of  by  different  traders  as  a desirable 
location  for  a missionary. 

Cape  St.  Appolmiia — Ancient  Forts  erected  for  protection  of 
slave  trade — The  Ensemah  tribe — Barbarity  of  the  Chief — Re- 
mains of  a Church. — Cape  St.  Appolonia  is  the  next  point  de- 
serving especial  notice.  There  may  be  seen  the  first  of  that 
long  line  of  forts  and  castles  erected  centuries  ago  by  Euro- 
peans for  the  protection  and  successful  prosecution  of  the  slave 
trade.  The  present  fortifications  were  erected  by  the  British, 
are  now  much  out  of  repair  and  unoccupied,  though  they  still 
claim  a jurisdiction  over  a part  of  the  territory  ; the  name  of 
the  tribe  inhabiting  it  is  Ensemah.  They  extend  to  the  vicinity 
of  Cape  Three  Points.  Their  chief  is  notoriously  barbarous, 
performs  human  sacrifices  with  an  unsparing  hand,  and  hesitates 
not  to  rob  every  man  who  is  helpless,  and  wholly  within  his 
power.  He  is  at  present  under  some  restraint  by  the  British 
governor  at  Cape  Coast. 

In  this  vicinity,  I was  informed  by  Gov.  McLean,  are  the  re- 
mains of  a church,  which  must  have  been  built  about  three  cen- 
turies ago,  by  the  Portuguese  Catholics.  It  is  well  known,  that 
their  missionary  efforts  were  coeval  with  their  discoveries  along 
the  coast,  which  began  near  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century. 
But  all  the  vestiges  of  these  early  efforts  now  traceable,  are 
these  remains,  and  a few  mutilated  crucifixes  and  gold  coins,  un- 
less it  be  a perceptible  admixture  of  Romish  with  the  native 
superstitions.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  when  the  British  shall 
have  repaired  their  fortifications  at  this  point,  (which  I am  in- 
formed is  their  present  design,)  missionaries  from  England  will 
be  found,  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  this  sanguinary  people. 

Dix  Cove. — Passing  Axim,  where  is  a fine  fort  occupied  by 
the  Dutch,  Fredericksburg,  and  Cape  Three  Points,  having  forts 


302 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


[Octobei, 


in  ruins,  belonging  also  to  the  Dutch,  we  anchored  off  Dix  Cove 
in  the  evening  of  August  6th.  Dix  Cove  is  the  principal  town 
of  the  Ahanta  tribe.  With  its  neighboring  settlement,  it  con- 
tains an  estimated  population  of  about  6000,  about  one  fourth 
of  the  whole  tribe.  The  territory  of  the  Ahanta’s  extends  along 
the  coast  about  50  miles,  and  to  the  interior  12.  As  is  the  case 
throughout  the  Gold  Coast,  (formerly  the  scene  of  an  active 
slave  trade,)  wars,  in  connection  with  other  causes  known  to  be 
in  operation,  have  greatly  reduced  the  population.  At  Dix 
Cove  we  begin  to  perceive  that  subdued  aspect  among  the  na- 
tives, which  is  observable  within  the  vicinity  of  all  the  perma- 
nently occupied  forts.  Such  acts  as  subserved  the  interests  of 
the  slave  trade  were  introduced  from  time  to  time  by  the  old 
“ African  Company,”  and  thus  quite  an  air  of  civilization 
has  obtained.  Houses  built  of  clay  or  stone,  with  galleries 
stuccoed,  and  furnished  with  couches,  tables,  side-boards,  &c., 
are  not  uncommon.  It  is,  however,  rather  incongruous,  to  see 
a large  black  man,  dressed  only  in  cloth,  lounging  on  his  soft 
sofa,  or  sitting  at  a mahogany  table,  well  furnished  with  wines 
and  cut  glass.  This,  though  expensive,  is  not  unfrequently 
seen  at  all  the  forts,  in  imitation  of  the  whites.  I found  at  Dix 
Cove  a very  gratifying  feeling  in  favor  of  missions  and  general 
improvement.  Every  facility  was  proffered,  by  both  the  com- 
mandant of  the  fort,  and  natives.  There  are  quite  a number 
who  have  put  on,  to  a considerable  degree,  civilization,  and  de- 
sire the  immediate  location  of  a missionary.  There  are  about 
twenty  who  can  read  well  in  the  Bible,  and  understand  enough 
of  English  to  receive  instruction  without  the  aid  of  an  interpre- 
ter. The  greater  part  of  this  number  have  attended  the  fort 
school  at  Cape  Coast,  and  derived  their  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guage principally  through  that  channel.  They  are  so  urgent 
in  their  call  for  a missionary,  that  they  offer  to  assist  largely  in 
the  erection  of  a mission  house  and  chapel,  immediately.  This 
point  may  be  considered  the  most  promising,  in  respect  to  im- 
mediate results,  between  Cape  Palmas  and  Cape  Coast,  and 
ought  to  be  at  once  occupied. 

A school  has  been  in  operation  for  about  a year,  established 
by  the  governor  of  Cape  Coast,  and  taught  by  a native  of  that 
place.  If  the  circumstances  of  our  mission  would  permit,  I 
should  deem  it  my  duty  to  recommend  its  occupancy  without 
delay.  At  Boutry,  4 miles,  and  Secondee,  20  miles  from  Dix 
Cove,  are  native  settlements,  with  forts  occupied  by  the  Dutch. 
The  population  is  sparse,  having  been  reduced  by  repeated 
wars.  About  four  years  since,  a bloody  battle  took  place  be- 
tween the  Dutch  and  natives,  in  which  seven  of  the  former,  in- 
cluding the  Governor  General  of  their  settlements  on  the  Gold 
Coast,  were  killed.  The  distance  from  Secondee  to  Elmina  is 
twenty  miles.  The  latter  is  the  capital  of  H.  N.  Majesty’s  pos- 
sessions in  G uinea,  and  boasts  of  the  largest  and  best  castle  and 
fortifications  on  the  Gold  Coast.  It  is  the  oldest  European  set- 
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tlement  in  Guinea,  was  begun  by  the  Portuguese  in  1471,  and 
taken  from  them  by  the  Dutch  in  163S,  in  whose  possession  it 
has  been  from  that  time. 

There  have  been  at  different  periods  several  Europeans  re- 
siding at  this  point,  either  connected  with  the  government  or 
pursuing  trade.  Many  fine  buildings  have  been  erected  after  the 
European  style,  by  the  merchants  who  now  are  principally 
colored  men.  Educated  at  great  expense  in  Europe,  and 
strongly  characterized  by  intelligence,  some  of  the  blacks  have 
made  considerable  advances  in  external  civilization.  Their 
houses  are  built  in  imitation  of  the  whites,  and  not  unfrequently 
furnished  with  mahogany,  cut  glass  and  silver.  The  strand  is 
the  finest  on  the  coast,  wharves  cranes,  &c.,  for  landing  mer- 
chandise with  a good  breakwater,  and  bridges  have  been  con- 
structed at  considerable  expense.  The  masonry,  carpentry  and 
cabinetwork  of  the  place  are  done  by  the  native  blacks.  Chairs 
with  cane  seats,  tables,  &c.,  of  solid  mahogany  or  other  woods 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  all  the  forts,  the  manufacture 
of  the  native  African,  uncivilized,  and  his  scanty  cloth.  But 
long  as  this  part  of  thd  Gold  Coast  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  Europeans,  no  change  has  been  effected  in  their  religion. 
The  Fetish  with  all  its  concomitants  seems  to  have  as  strong: 
a hold  upon  this  people  as  any  other.  The  Governor,  how- 
ever, freely  gives  his  consent  to  missionary  effort  any  where 
within  the  Dutch  territory,  and  has  personally  expressed  his 
wishes  for  our  success.  Intelligence  has  been  recently  received 
from  Holland,  that  a missionary  will  be  sent  out  to  this  point 
under  appointment  from  the  government ; but  it  is  probable 
nothing  more  is  meant  than  the  appointment  of  a chaplain, 
whose  efforts  will  be  circumscribed  by  the  walls  of  the  fort. 

The  Elminas  are  an  integral  part  of  the  Fantee  tribe,  but 
having  been  so  long  under  the  government  of  the  Dutch,  they 
necessarily  present  many  points  of  difference  from  what  are 
now  called  the  Fantees  Proper,  who  are  under  that  of  the 
British. 

The  population  of  the  native  town  is  estimated  at  12,000. 
Free  intercourse  is  had  with  the  interior  tribes  as  far  a3  the 
Dinkern  and  Ashantees,  beyond  whose  limits  travellers  from 
the  western  coast  are  not  permitted  to  penetrate. 

(To  be  continued.) 


CRETE. 

FROM  THE  REV.  GEORGE  BENTON. 

Canea,  ISi/i  Nov.,  1840. 

I think  that  observation  and  experience  will  justify  me  in 
saying,  that  the  spiritual  fruits  of  missionary  labors,  among  a 
people  entirely  heathen,  and  a people  embracing  a corrupted 
and  superstitious  form  of  Christianity,  may  be  very  unequal,  in 
a given  space  of  time.  Evidences  of  sincere  repentance  and 
conversion  among  the  former,  in  imbibing  the  sincere  milk  of 
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the  word,  and  growing  thereby,  may  oftentimes  become  evident 
much  sooner  than  among  the  latter.  Experience  has  shown, 
that  persons  holding  to  the  profession  of  Christianity,  but  en- 
veloping its  principles  in  the  folds  of  ignorance,  error  and  super- 
stition, cling  to  these  principles  with  the  greatest  pertinacity, 
and  attach  more  weight  and  importance  to  their  errors,  than  to 
the  plainest  and  most  necessary  truths  of  the  Gospel. 

I will  illustrate  this  subject  by  relating  two  cases  only,  out  of 
many  that  have  come  under  my  observation  and  experience, 
since  the  establishment  of  the  mission.  And  to  begin  with  a 
principal  teacher  in  the  mission.  Although  having  spent  his 
whole  life  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  and  enjoyed  superior 
opportunities,  compared  with  others,  of  arriving  at  and  knowing 
the  truth,  yet  I found  him  not  only  involved  in  the  deepest  errors 
of  the  necessity  of  the  mediation  of  the  virgin,  and  of  addressing 
prayers  to  the  saints,  but  he  also  considered  it  his  bounden  duty 
to  instruct  all  under  his  charge  in  the  same  doctrines  as  he  had 
done  heretofore.  No  intercession  in  behalf  of  sinful  man  could 
avail  before  God  half  as  much  as  that  of  the  blessed  virgin,  the 
mother  of  Christ,  and  even  the  relatiftn  in  which  she  stood  to 
the  Saviour,  was  urged  as  a powerful  argument.  Knowing  these 
errors  of  the  Greek  Church,  I frequently  took  the  opportunity 
of  setting  before  the  children,  in  few  words,  and  under  the  form 
of  accidental  observations,  at  the  daily  reading  in  the  morning 
or  afternoon,  the  only  way  of  salvation  through  a crucified  Re- 
deemer, and  of  showing,  from  simple  texts  of  Scripture,  previ- 
ously prepared,  that  there  is  no  other  name  under  heaven 
whereby  we  must  be  saved,  neither  is  there  any  other  name 
through  which  we  can  approach  the  Father.  Religious  instruc- 
tion, and  a continual  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  were  often 
insisted  on  as  the  only  means  of  making  us  truly  happy,  and  of 
securing  the  crown  of  eternal  life-  These  truths  were  often 
presented  before  them,  not  in  the  form  of  a regular  discourse 
on  religious  subjects,  but  rather  as  suggested  by  the  general 
course  of  reading,  and  supposed  to  be  admitted  as  the  plain  and 
simple  truths  of  inspiration.  On  the  first  opening  of  the  schools, 
considerable  difficulty  was  encountered  in  overcoming  the  pre- 
judices that  existed  against  introducing  immediately,  into  the 
male  department,  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  One  perhaps 
would  be  disinclined  to  believe  this,  because  little  suspecting 
the  influence  which  the  monks  and  priests  of  the  different  mo- 
nasteries possess  over  the  minds  of  the  people.  The  heads  of 
the  monasteries,  and  the  priests,  entered  their  protest  against 
this  measure,  and  wrote  to  the  teacher,  saying  that  if  the  Gospel 
was  brought  into  the  school,  it  would  be  certainly  destroyed, 
and  that  by  no  means  ought  it  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  chil- 
dren. Hoping,  in  the  grace  of  God,  that  these  prejudices  and 
fears  on  the  part  of  the  clergy,  would  be  removed,  and  not 
wishing  to  pursue  a course  on  the  first  opening  of  the  school, 
that  might  arouse  them  still  more,  knowing  that  they  watched 
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and  reported  every  action,  I put  into  the  hands  of  the  boys, 
without  seeming  to  notice  what  was  said,  the  scripture  characters 
of  the  Old  Testament,  and  the  synopsis  of  the  Gospels,  which 
the  pupils  were  required  to  commit  to  memory,  as  well  as  a 
concise  catechism  of  the  whole  Scripture.  And  to  these  suc- 
ceeded the  introduction  of  the  pure  word  of  God,  without  fur- 
ther remark  or  opposition. 

I never  encountered  such  bigotry  and  superstition,  as  exists 
here.  But  on  the  reading  of  the  New  Testament,  it  also  be- 
came necessary  to  introduce  a more  systematic  course  of  reli- 
gious instruction  ; and  as  it  would  have  been  fatal  to  our  pros- 
pects if  I had  at  that  period  addressed  myself  to  the  children 
on  this  point,  otherwise  than  as  occasion  offered  at  the  morning 
reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  making  this  a kind  of  exercise  in 
which  an  opportunity  was  offered  of  instilling  correct  principles 
and  ideas,  without  arousing  any  prejudices  or  suspicions  what- 
ever, I adopted  the  plan  of  explaining  weekly  to  the  head 
teacher,  the  Sunday  lessons  of  the  Greek  Church,  as  well  as  pre- 
vious meditation  and  such  helps  as  I possessed  enabled  me  to 
do,  and  thus  transmitting  through  him,  this  instruction  to  the 
children.  This  course  not  only  afforded  an  opportunity  of  set- 
ting forth  the  true  meaning  of  Scripture,  but  also  of  familiar, 
practical,  and  serious  religious  conversation ; and  it  not  unfre- 
quently  happened,  that  others  were  present  on  these  occasions, 
in  my  study,  and  with  the  Scriptures  open  before  us,  I seldom 
hesitated  to  call  in  question  any  error,  which  the  subject  under 
discussion  immediately  combatted,  and  to  fortify  the  truth  by 
such  quotations  as  memory  suggested.  But  the  struggle  was 
long  and  obstinate,  and  the  same  grounds  were  gone  over  and 
over  again,  and  generally,  at  each  sitting,  some  new  reason  or 
argument  in  support  of  their  favorite  doctrines,  was  adduced, 
until  the  force  of  the  pure  word  of  God,  wrought  a change  in 
their  sentiments  and  principles.  On  one  occasion,  when  seated 
together  for  our  usual  exercise,  the  teacher  observed  that  he 
had  a few  remarks  to  make,  and  closing  the  Gospel  we  had  al- 
ready opened  for  our  weekly  lesson,  said  : “ I know  that  our 

Church  has  many  superstitions,  if  you  please  to  call  them  so, 
but  ignorance  is  the  cause*  and  under  the  grace  of  God,  1 hope 
that  the  school  is  the  harbinger  of  the  dawn  of  that  day,  when 
the  pure  light  shall  shine  upon  her.  She  has  many  useless  and 
cumbersome  forms,  but  I hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when 
they  will  be  cast  aside  ; but  patience  is  necessary,  and  the  peo- 
ple must  be  enlightened  little  by  little.  As  for  myself,  I have 
ceased  to  look  up  to  God  through  any  other  than  Christ.  I have 
ceased  to  pray  to  the  virgin,  or  to  regard  her  otherwise  than  as 
a person  worthy  of  respect,  and  the  blessed  mother  of  Christ;  and 
I believe  that  there  is  but  one  mediator  between  God  and  man, 
the  man  Christ  Jesus,  neither  is  there  any  other  name  under 
heaven,  given  among  men,  whereby  we  can  be  saved ; and  rest 
assured,  that  whatever  instruction  I give  to  the  children,  is  no 
vol.  vi.  39 
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other  than  what  proceeds  from  your  mouth.”  He  has  not  only 
ceased  to  regard  it  as  a duty  not  to  set  forth  such  doctrines,  but 
on  all  occasions  endeavors  to  teach  the  plain  truth,  as  it  is  re- 
corded in  the  word  of  God. 

The  most  discouraging  feature  which  one  encounters  here 
in  giving  religious  instruction,  is  the  difficulty  of  instilling  into 
the  minds  of  the  people,  a realizing  sense  of  the  necessity  of 
a pure  and  lively  faith,  exhibited  in  the  daily  character  and  con- 
duct; and  of  adorning  the  soul  with  all  the  Christian  graces 
and  virtues.  This  is  opposed  by  the  general  belief,  that  if  a 
man  lives  a merely  moral  life,  or  not  openly  and  notoriously 
wicked,  gives  of  his  goods  in  charity  while  he  lives,  and  liberally 
to  the  church  at  his  death,  his  acceptance  with  God  will  be  finally 
sure,  since,  if  he  have  not  committed  any  deadly  or  unpardonable 
sin,  an  opportunity  will  be  allowed  to  him  hereafter  for  atoning 
for  all  minor  faults,  and  making  up  all  lack  of  duty.  The  following 
circumstance  led  to  a discussion  of  this  subject.  I had  been 
preparing  a simple  discourse  on  the  necessity  of  seeking  God 
in  early  life,  in  which  I insisted  on  the  necessity  of  adorning 
the  character  with  all  the  Christian  graces,  and  conforming  in 
all  things  to  the  will  of  God,  making  it  the  standard  of  our 
actions,  and  that  all  our  works,  however  good  in  themselves,  are 
only  pleasing  and  acceptable  to  him  in  Christ,  and  must  neces- 
sarily spring  out  of,  and  be  accompanied  by  a true  and  lively 
faith  in  the  Redeemer  ; and  that  after  all,  we  must  not  expect 
salvation  through  these  works,  since  by  grace  we  are  saved, 
through  faith  ; and  that  not  of  ourselves,  because  this  salvation 
is  the  gift  of  God.  I was  asked,  but  do  you  believe  all  this  1 
Certainly,  replied  I.  1 believe  it*  because  it  is  right  in  the 
nature  of  things,  and  because  it  is  so  stated  in  the  word  of 
God,  which  is  the  only  rule  of  faith.  But,  said  the  interrogater, 
suppose  I have  not  this  faith  you  speak  of,  but  do  good  and 
charitable  works,  will  not  God  accept  me  1 No,  certainly  not,  1 
replied,  since  this  salvation  is  not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should 
boast.  But,  demanded  he  again,  setting  aside  these  graces  and 
virtues,  this  humility  of  character  and  lowliness  of  mind,  1 do  not 
commit  any  open  sins ; I live  in  peace  with  all  men ; my  actions  are 
good,  and  I do  my  duty  towards  all  so  far  as  I understand  it, 
and  I do  not  see  why  I should  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
But,  said  I,  if  you  have  a servant  who  does  not  do  his  duty,  you 
punish  or  reprimand  him,  but  if  he  discharge  what  is  required 
of  him,  he  does  only  his  duty  and  only  what  he  ought  to  do, 
and  if  you  reward  him,  this  is  on  your  part  always  a free  gift, 
this  between  two  finite  beings,  but  what  comparison  is  there 
between  an  infinite  and  all  holy  God,  and  finite  and  sinful  man, 
that  he  can  lay  claim  to  any  thing  in  his  presence  ? after  all  we 
can  do  we  are  undeserving  of  his  grace,  and  all  is  a free  gift  on 
his  part.  Would  you  ever  thank  your  servant  for  doing  only 
what  it  was  his  bounden  duty  to  do  1 Think  on  the  words  of 
our  Saviour,  who  sailh,  “ when  ye  shall  have  done  all  those 
things  which  are  commanded  you,  say,  we  are  unprofitable  ser- 
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vanljS,  we  have  done  that  which  was  our  duty  to  do.”  But  you 
Require,  said  he,  absolute  holiness.  G-od  has  said,  I replied, 
“ be  ye  holy,  for  I am  holy,”  and  our  Saviour  has  said,  “ be  ye 
holy  as  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  holy.”  But  if  you  are 
not  born  again  of  the  Spirit,  your  case  is  hopeless.  The  renew- 
ing and  preventing  grace  of  God  must  implant  new  desires  and 
new  affections  in  the  heart ; the  old  man  must  be  put  off,  and 
the  new  man  in  Christ  Jesus  be  put  on,  and  the  lost  image  of 
God  be  reprinted  on  the  soul.  The  good  works  which  you 
praise  are  indispensable,  but  they  are  not  sufficient  to  secure  to 
^ou  the  reward  of  eternal  life.  But,  said  he,  if  I lack  some  of 
these  requisites  of  a lively  faith  which  you  mention,  if  I give 
at  my  death,  to  the  church  and  to  charitable  institutions,  I shall 
be  sure  of  being  saved.  You  are  not  sure  of  it,  I said,  if  there 
be  truth  in  the  word  of  God.  Money  cannot  buy  you  the 
pardon  of  your  sins,  neither  will  God  accept  you,  because  you 
happen  to  be  rich,  any  more  than  he  will  accept  a poor  person 
or  a-  beggar,  since  he  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  but  looks  to 
character  and  actions  of  men.  He  searcheth  the  heart  and  trieth 
the  reins.  Without  true  Christian  faith  and  love,  you  are  as 
sounding  brass  and  tinkling  symbal.  But,  said  he,  there  is  yet 
one  thing  after  death,  certain  sins  may  be  atoned,  provided  the 
man  does  not  live  too  wickedly  in  this  life.  No,  said  I,  you  err 
again,  pointing  him  to  Eccl.  9,  10,  and  to  such  texts  of  Scrip- 
ture as  declare  that  we  shall  be  judged  according  to  the  deeds 
done  in  the  body,  whether  they  be  good  or  whether  they  be 
bad,  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  close  of  this  life  fixed 
our  state  eternally  with  regard  to  the  next,  and  that  repentance, 
allowing  even  that  the  soul  in  its  disembodied  state  might 
repent,  could  not  possibly  be  of  any  avail,  since  at  the  resurrec- 
tion man  would  be  judged  according  to  the  acts  done  in  the 
body.  Ah  ! said  he,  when  shall  we  learn  to  view  things  as  they 
are,  and  to  understand  aright  the  word  of  God  ! and  rising, 
wished  me  many  years,  according  to  the  custom,  and  departed. 
This  conversation  made  a serious  and  lively  impression  upon 
me  at  the  time,  and  I have  detailed  it  circumstantially  as  it 
occurred.  But  the  text  in  Ecclesiastes  made  on  him  so  sensible 
an  impression,  that  he  read  it  over  several  times,  in  order  to 
remember  the  place,  and  said  he  had  never  before  seen  it. 

The  other  case  which  I promised  to  mention  is  that  of  one 
of  the  most  respectable  and  influential  of  the  Cretan  Greek 
families  here ; and  whose  children  came  daily  to  the  school. 
We  had  had  many  previous  conversations  on  various  topics 
connected  with  religion,  and  at  the  close  of  one  in  which  he 
had  expressed  some  sceptical  notions  respecting  the  divinity  of 
Christ,  and  which,  he  said,  were  dictated  or  suggested  by  certain 
forms  of  prayer  in  which  the  Saviour  was  certainly  not  raised 
above  certain  saints,  but,  said  he,  I have  often  considered  what 
we  have  said  together;  I have  read  the  testament  you  have 
given  to  my  children,  and  heard  them  repeat  at  home  the  in- 
struction which  they  have  received.  I have  compared  the 
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reading  of  the  Gospel  with  the  creed  and  with  the  prayers  of 
our  church,  and  find  between  the  two  former  a similarity  of 
doctrine  ; the  virgin  is  simply  mentioned  as  being  the  mother 
of  Christ,  and  that  is  all;  no  where  in  the  Scriptures  or  the 
creed  do  I find  mentioned  that  superior  excellency  and  divine 
honor,  which  we  attributed  to  her  in  many  of  the  prayers  of 
our  liturgy,  and  honor  and  dignity  which  is  even  above  those 
ascribed  to  Jesus  Christ.  But  you  must  not  think  that  I put 
my  belief  in  these  things  or  in  any  thing  else  which  1 do  not 
find  in  the  word  of  God,  or  deduce  therefrom  as  a direct  con- 
sequence.” And  our  conversation  finished  on  that  occasion,  by 
his  saying  that  he  hoped  to  see  this  branch  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  purified  from  all  error  of  doctrine  and  practice,  and  a 
more  enlightened  clergy  spring  up  in  the  couise  of  time,  by 
the  force  of  education  gradually  working  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  and  of  the  priesthood.  But  to  return  from  individual 
cases  to  the  more  immediate  subject  of  my  present  communica- 
tion. In  drawing  a comparison  between  the  mode  of  religious 
instruction  at  first,  and  as  it  exists  now,  a very  great  difference 
is  evident.  These  duties  are  equally  divided  between  myself 
and  the  head  teacher,  in  alternate  weeks  ; the  latter  still  con  - 
tinuing to  give  to  the  children  parts  of  our  joint  interpreta- 
tion and  familiar  conversations  on  the  portions  of  scripture  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpose.  And  in  my  own  turn  J preach  to 
them  written  sermons  on  some  of  the  practical  duties  of  our 
holy  religion,  hoping  and  trusting  in  the  grace  of  God,  that  by 
degrees  all  prejudices  and  opposition  will  be  removed,  so  as  to 
enable  me  to  appear  weekly  before  them  as  their  religious  in- 
structor and  guide  in  the  things  appertaining  to  their  eternal 
welfare.  The  adoption  of  such  a course  of  instruction  has  im- 
posed upon  me  the  double  labor  of  composition  and  trans- 
lation, and  a closer  study  of  the  language.  But  I choose  it, 
for  two  reasons  ; first,  because  in  speaking  extemporaneously 
in  a foreign  language,  I often  found  myself  at  fault  for  want  of 
a proper  word  to  express  my  ideas,  and  circumlocution  became 
necessary,  which  might  overload  the  subject  with  too  many 
words;  and  secondly,  because  I wished  to  lay  before  the  chil- 
dren certain  subjects  with  fuller  proofs  from  scripture  than  I 
could  do  without  previous  meditation  and  arrangement,  as  well 
as  the  influence  which  they  ought  to  exercise  over  us  in  the 
regulation  of  our  daily  conduct.  The  present  course  gives 
general  satisfaction  to  the  parents,  meets  with  not  the  least 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  priests,  and  is  looked  forward  to 
with  pleasure  by  the  children. 

MARDfN. 

FROM  THE  REV.  II.  SOUTHGATE. 

Mossoul,  June  14,  1841. 

Route  by  Diarbekir — unsettled,  state  of  the  country — desolating 
famine — Mardin — Mossoul — meets  the  Heads  of  the  Jacobites. 
jMy  last  letter  was  dated  at  Sivas,  May  22d,  since  which,  I 
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have  accompblisbed  the  most  difficult  and  dangerous  journey  I 
ever  performed  ; my  former  tour  through  Kurdistan  was  easy 
and  pleasant  compared  with  it.  Most  of  the  country  between 
Sivas  and  Diarbekir  I found  in  a sadly  unsettled  state,  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  the  Kurds,  badly  governed,  and  depopu- 
lated by  famine.  I made  my  way  from  Sivas  to  Kabban  Madin 
with  bodies  of  armed  men  furnished  by  the  Governors  on  the 
road.  We  were  two  or  three  times  waylaid  by  the  Kurds,  but 
the  strength  of  our  parties  saved  us  from  attack.  From  Kabban 
Madin  to  Diarbekir  the  road  is  safer,  and,  excepting  the  last 
twelve  hours  of  it,  I got  through  without  guards.  At  Diarbekir 
the  famine  was  at  its  height.  Hundreds  of  poor  wretches  lay 
dying  in  the  streets.  The  scenes  of  horror  which  I witnessed 
there  still  haunt  my  imagination.  The  shrivelled  and  attenuated 
forms  of  half-clad  men,  women  and  children,  in  the  agonies  of 
death  ; some  crying  for  mercy,  and  some  for  water  ; some,  whose 
power  of  articulation  was  gone,  uttering  a low,  sad  wail,  and 
others  covering  their  faces  and  resigning  themselves  to  their 
fate  ; mothers,  incapable  of  giving  sustenance,  clasping  their 
famished  babes  to  their  breasts  ; strong  men  reduced  to  skeletons 
snatching  with  their  bony  fingers  the  most  offensive  offal  from 
the  streets  ; such  pictures  as  these  presented  themselves  at  every 
corner,  at  almost  every  step.  I did  what  I could  for  the  relief 
of  a few  during  the  single  day  that  I remained  in  the  city  ; but 
what  was  this  among  so  many  1 Between  four  and  five  thousand 
have  perished  in  the  streets  of  Diarbekir,  within  a few  months. 

From  these  melancholy  scenes  I came  to  Mardin,  accompanied 
by  a friend  the  latter  half  of  the  way.  My  intention  had  been 
to  stop  here  until  I had  accomplished  the  objects  of  my  mission 
with  the  patriarch,  and  then  make  my  visit  to  Mossoul.  But 
my  journey  had  been  protracted  much  beyond  my  expectation 
when  I left  Constantinople,  by  the  wretched  state  of  the  post- 
houses  on  the  road.  In  some  places  I was  detained  day  after 
day  for  want  of  horses.  The  season  was  now  so  far  advanced, 
that  there  was  considerable  risk  of  health  and  life  in  crossing 
the  desert  of  Sinjar,  between  Mardin  and  Mossoul,  and  every 
day  was  increasing  the  danger.  If  I stopped  with  the  patri- 
arch, 1 must  probably  be  detained  until  the  dreadful  heats  of 
midsummer,  and  could  not  return  from  Mossoul  before  the  fatal 
simoon  had  set  in,  which  it  would  be  madness  to  encounter. 
Having  informed  myself  of  these  things  on  the  road,  I deter- 
mined to  change  my  plan,  and  proceed  at  once  to  Mossoul.  In- 
stead of  tarrying,  therefore,  at  Mardin,  I left  as  soon  as  I could 
obtain  horses,  and  came  in  five  days  to  this  city,  where  I arrived 
yesterday  morning.  The  journey  over  the  desert  was  exceed- 
ingly trying,  but  a good  constitution  and  good  health  prevailed 
against  it,  and  no  evil  effects  followed,  but  such  as  repose  and 
the  kind  attenti»ns  of  my  friends  here  will,  I trust,  speedily  re- 
move. I am  enjoying,  for  a few  days,  the  comforts  of  an  Euro- 
pean home,  under  the  hospitable  roof  of  my  much  loved  friend 
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Rassam,  the  British  vice-consul  hero.  Yesterday  and  to-day 
I am  compelled  to  rest,  to-morrow  I hope  to  be  abroad.  I have 
seen  two  of  the  Jacobite  clergy  at  my  lodgings,  and  had  much 
interesting  conversation  with  them.  They  hail  my  coming  with 
great  joy.  The  Metropolitan  is  absent,  but  as  he  has  gone  to 
Constantinople,  I hope  to  see  him  on  my  return.  The  poor 
Jacobites  have  suffered  dreadfully  since  my  visit  in  1S3S — what 
is  done  for  them  must  be  done  quickly.  May  there  be  found 
hearts  and  hands  in  the  Church  to  do  it ! 

I hope  to  finish  all  that  I have  to  do  here,  during  the  present 
week,  and  to  leave  as  early  as  next  Monday  (the  21st,)  for  Mar- 
din.  If  practicable,  I shall  take  the  route  by  the  north  side  of 
the  Tigris,  by  Jezira,  which  will  carry  me  through  the  heart  of 
the  Jacobite  country,  and  stop  at  the  monastery  of  Zafaran, 
where  the  patriarch  resides,  a few  miles  this  side  of  Mardin. 
I shall  remain  with  him  till  my  work  is  done,  and  then  proceed 
towards  Constantinople,  either  by  Aleppo,  Damascus,  or  Bey- 
rout,  or  through  Asiatic  Turkey  to  the  Black  Sea.  The  infor- 
mation which  I am  receiving  here,  disposes  me  to  hasten  my  re- 
turn, and  unless  the  result  of  my  conferences  with  the  patriarch 
should  induce  me  to  go  through  Syria,  I shall  probably  take  the 
shortest  road  home. 

I am  making  particular  inquiries  with  regard  to  this  place  as 
one  of  our  stations,  and  all  the  evidence  I have  thus  far  re- 
ceived, is  decidedly  in  favor  of  it.  The  expression  of  a conclu- 
sive opinion,  however,  I reserve  for  a final  report,  together  with 
all  the  details  of  my  inquiries  and  labors.  My  object  is  to  make 
all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  commencing  our  mission 
with  vigor  and  efficacy,  and  I trust  that  the  same  good  provi- 
dence which  has  brought  me  in  a wonderful  manner  to  my  field, 
will  give  me  strength  and  wisdom  to  accomplish  my  design. 

I have  omitted  to  mention  that  I stopped  a day  at  Kharpout, 
and  made  some  inquiries  relative  to  the  Syrians  in  that  district, 
and  also  visited  their  venerable  church  in  the  city  of  Kharpout, 
which  claims  to  be  a relic  of  apostolic  times.  Among  more 
ancient  things,  I found  there  a copy  of  the  Syrian  New 
Testament  of  the  edition  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety. I was  not  a little  interested  in  learning  that  it  was  so 
acceptable  as  to  be  introduced  into  their  churches.  This  copy 
was  lying  upon  the  reader’s  desk,  where  the  Gospel  is  read 
from  it  daily.  1 see  more  and  more  of  minute  resemblances 
between  our  own  Church  and  those  of  the  East,  which  will  all, 
I trust,  one  day  form  ties  of  union  and  concord  between  us. 
There  are  some  things  in  which  they  are  in  advance  of  us, 
especially  in  the  fulness  with  which  the  services  of  the  Church 
are  carried  out.  In  this  and  many  other  respects  we  may 
profitably  learn  from  them,  although  that  which  we  would  im- 
part to  them  is  of  infinitely  higher  importance.  The  clergy- 
men which  have  called  upon  me  this  morning,  are  strongly  in 
favor  of  one  or  two  of  their  brethren  going  to  England  or 
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America.  They  gave  me  the  names  of  a Metropolitan  and  a 
priest,  whom  they  consider  peculiarly  qualified  for  the  mission. 
I shall  confer  with  the  patriarch  on  the  subject,  and  may  per- 
haps be  induced  to  take  them  with  me.  June  16 — the  heads 
of  the  Jacobites  are  now  with  me  for  conference  concerning 
the  interests  of  their  Church. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

CHURCH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.  SPECIAL  GENERAL  MEETING. 

MODIFICATION  OF  SOME  OF  ITS  LAWS. 

At  the  meeting  at  Willis’s  Rooms,  on  the  27th  of  April  last, 
to  raise  a fund  in  aid  of  the  “ Endowment  of  Additional  Colo- 
nial Bishoprics,”  the  Bishop  of  London  referred  to  the  Church 
of  England  as  a Missionary  Church,  and  to  the  fact  that  its  mis- 
sionary operations  are  at  present  conducted  by  two  societies  in 
connexion  with  the  Church;  and  expressed  his  hope  that  a plan 
might  be  devised,  by  which  both  societies  might  be  induced  to 
carry  on  their  operations  under  the  superintendence  and  control 
of  the  Heads  of  the  United  Church. 

This  intimation  of  the  views  of  his  lordship  was  cordially  re- 
sponded to,  at  the  time,  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  President  of  the 
Church  Missionary  Society ; and  was  alluded  to  at  the  close  of 
the  Committee’s  Report,  delivered  at  the  General  Meeting  of 
the  Society,  on  the  4th  of  May  following. 

Communications  subsequently  took  place  between  the  Bishop 
of  London  and  the  Earl  of  Chichester,  with  the  sanction  of  His 
Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ; which  issued  in  a propo- 
sition from  the  Bishop  of  London,  with  the  understanding,  that, 
if  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  and  adopted  as  a law  by  the  So- 
ciety, the  society  would  be  joined  by  the  Archbishop  and  himself. 

The  Bishop’s  proposition  was  as  follows  : — 

That  all  questions  relating  to  matters  of  Ecclesiastical  Order  and  Discipline,  re- 
specting which  a difference  shall  arise  between  any  Colonial  Bishop  and  any  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society,  shall  be  referred  to  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  of  the  United 
Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  whose  decision  thereupon  shall  be  final. 

This  proposition  was  immediately  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  Committee.  To  preclude  misunderstanding  on  the  gene- 
ral terms  in  which  the  Bishop  of  London’s  proposition  was  con- 
ceited, it  appeared  to  the  Committee  requisite  that  it  should  be 
accompanied  by  a further  Regulation,  explanatory  of  the  sense 
in  which  it  was  agreed  to  by  them.  The  Bishop  of  London 
having  assented  to  the  principle  of  such  a proceeding,  a Regu- 
lation, of  the  description  contemplated  by  the  Committee,  was 
drawn  up  ; which,  after  mature  deliberation,  and  further  com- 
munication with  the  Bishop,  was  adopted,  in  the  terms  hereafter 
stated,  as  the  Thirty-third  Law  of  the  Society. 

In  pursuance  of  the  arrangements  thus  entered  into  between 
the  Bishop  of  London  and  the  Committee,  a Special  General 
Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  Exeter  Hall  on  the  16th  of 
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July,  in  accordance  with  the  Eighth  and  Ninth  Laws  of  the  So- 
ciety; the  Right  Hon.  the  President  of  the  Society  in  the  Chair. 

In  the  course  of  the  communications  between  the  Bishop  of 
London  and  the  Earl  of  Chichester,  the  situation  in  which  it 
would  be  suitable  to  place  the  Primate  of  all  England,  in  the 
event  of  His  Grace’s  joining  the  Society,  was  considered.  By 
the  Second  Law  of  the  Society,  the  office  of  Patron  is  reserved 
“ for  such  members  of  the  royal  family  as  may  honor  it  with 
their  protection.”  It  was,  under  these  circumstances,  deemed 
advisable  to  limit  the  office  of  Vice-Patron  to  one  individual, 
and  to  reserve  it  for  the  Primate  of  all  England  ; and  to  desig- 
nate the  present  Vice-Patrons  as  Vice-Presidents,  should  they 
be  found  willing  to  concur  in  this  proceeding.  To  this,  on  be- 
ing made  acquainted  with  the  views  of  the  Committee,  they 
cordially  agreed.  A Resolution  was  therefore  submitted  to  the 
Special  General  Meeting,  altering  the  First,  Second  and  Nine- 
teenth Laws  of  the  Society,  in  conformity  with  this  arrangement. 

On  taking  the  Chair,  the  President  explained,  at  large,  the 
communications  which  had  taken  place  between  his  lordship  and 
the  Bishop  of  London,  in  reference  to  the  contemplated  arrange- 
ments. 

On  the  First  Resolution,  an  Amendment  was  moved  and  se- 
conded, to  the  effect  that  the  proposed  reference  should  be,  not 
to  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  of  the  United  Church  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  generally,  but  to  such  of  them  as  should  be,  at 
the  time,  members  of  the  Society.  This  proposal  gave  occasion 
to  a more  full  development,  by  various  speakers,  of  the  grounds 
and  reasons  of  the  Resolution  ; and  ended  in  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Amendment,  and  the  unanimous  adoption  of  the  Resolution. 

The  Resolutions  were  as  follows  : — 

— That  the  following  be  the  thirty-second  and  thirty-third  Laws  of  the  Society: — 

Law  XXXII. — That  al^questions  relating  to  matters  of  Ecclesiastical  Order  and 
Discipline,  respecting  which  a difference  shall  arise  between  any  Colonial  Bishop 
and  any  Committee  of  the  Society,  shall  be  referred  to  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops 
of  the  United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  whose  decision  thereupon  shall  be 
final. 

Law  XXXIII. — That  the  object  of  the  preceding  Law  being  only  to  provide  a 
mode  of  settling  questions  relating  to  Ecclesiastical  Order  and  Discipline,  as  to 
which  no  provision  has  yet  been  made  by  the  Society,  it  is  not  to  be  so  constructed, 
as,  in  any  other  respect,  to  alter  the  principles  and  practise  of  the  Society,  as  they 
are  contained  in  its  Laws  and  Regulations,  and  explained  in  Appendix  II.  to  the 
Thirty-ninth  Report. 

The  proposed  reference  shall  be  made,  through  His  Grace  the  Primate,  by  the 
Committee,  accompanied  by  such  explanations  and  statements  as  the  Committee 
may  deem  advisable ; and  the  Committee  will  be  bound  so  to  refer  all  questions, 
falling  within  the  scope  of  the  rule  so  understood  as  aforesaid,  which  the  Colonial 
Bishop  shall  require  them  to  refer. 

While  all  decisions  of  the  Bench  of  Bishops  on  questions  so  referred  will  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  as  binding  on  them  and  their  agents  or  representatives, 
the  Colonial  Bishops  or  other  Ecclesiastical  Authorities,  unless  concurring  in  the 
reference,  cannot  properly  be  considered  as  so  bound. 

— That  Laws  I.  II.  and  XIX.  be  altered,  and  stand  as  follows : — 

I.  This  Institution  shall  be  designated  “ The  Church  Missionary  Society  for  Africa 
and  the  East;”  and  shall  be  conducted  by  a Patron  or  Patrons,  a Vice-Patron,  a 
President,  Vice-Presidents,  a Committee,  and  such  Officers  as  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary, all  being  Membors  of  the  Established  Church. 
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II.  The  office  of  patron  of  the  Society  shall  be  reserved  for  such  members  of  the 
royal  family  as  may  honor  it  with  their  protection;  and  that  of  vice-patron  for 
His  Grace  the  Primate  of  all  England,  if,  being  a member  of  the  Society,  he  shall 
accept  the  office.  The  president  shall  be  such  Temporal  Peer  or  Commoner  as 
may  be  appointed  to  that  office  ; and  vice-presidents  shall  consist  of  all  Arch- 
bishops and  Bishops  of  the  United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  who,  being  mem- 
bers of  the  Society,  shall  accept  the  office  ; and  of  such  Temporal  Peers  and  Com- 
moners as,  being  also  members,  shall  be  appointed  thereto. 

XIX.  The  Patrons,  Vice-Patron,  and  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and 
Secretaries,  shall  be  considered,  ex  officio,  members  of  all  committees. 

The  Committee  have,  since  the  meeting,  had  the  satisfaction 
to  receive  a communication  from  the  Bishop  of  London,  ex- 
pressive of  his  gratification  at  the  result  of  the  meeting,  and  his 
wish  that  his  name  might  be  recorded  as  a subscriber  to  the 
Church  Missionary  Society.  “ The  good  Providence  of  God,” 
his  lordship  remarks,  “ seems  to  have  l'emoved  all  difficulties, 
and  to  have  opened  a great  door  for  the  free  course  of  His 
Gospel.” 

The  following  letter  was  [subsequently]  received,  addressed 
by  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society  : — 

“ This  communication  has  given  me  sincere  pleasure.  I look  forward  with  great 
satisfaction  to  a connection  with  the  Society  ; and  shall  accept  the  office  of  Vice- 
Patron,  which  they  have  done  me  the  honor  of  reserving  for  me  as  Primate,  in  hum- 
ble reliance  on  the  good  Providence  of  God,  to  realize  all  the  advantages  which  may 
be  anticipated  from  the  united  exertions  of  the  Members  of  our  National  Church,  in 
diffusing  the  blessings  of  our  Holy  Religion  among  the  benighted  Heathen.” 

July  24,  1841. 

Remarks  from  the  London  Record.  The  exhibition  of  a truly  Christian  spirit 
at  the  late  Special  Meeting  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society  cannot  but  have  proved 
highly  gratifying  to  all  the  real  friends  of  that  institution.  The  temporary  opposition, 
which  was  offered  to  the  first  resolution,  was  so  mixed  with  a high  regard  for  prin- 
ciple, and  with  a spirit  of  forbearance,  that  we  could  not  but  greatly  admire  it ; but 
no  less  delightful  was  the  kindness  and  brotherly  love  with  which  it  was  met,  and 
at  last  successfully  and  satisfactorily  removed.  Such  was  the  effect  on  our  own  minds, 
that  we  were  glad  that  the  Amendment  was  proposed,  so  fully  and  satisfactorily  did 
it  elicit  the  correct  views  and  Christian  fcelin’gs  of  the  real  friends  of  the  Society. 

We  have  no  recollection  of  any  point  of  difference  being  controverted,  in  a public 
meeting,  in  a temper  and  spirit  so  eminently  Christian.  The  praise  is  due  only  to 
Him  who  bestows  such  gifts  on  the  children  of  men.  Many  a heart,  we  have  no 
doubt,  has  been  filled  with  gratitude,  on  reading  the  account. — Miss.  Register. 


THE  SOCIETY  FOR  PROPAGATING  THE  GOSPEL  IN  FOREIGN  PARTS. 

This  Society  was  incorporated  by  Charter  of  King  Wil- 
liam III.,  in  the  year  1701,  for  the  purpose  of  “ maintaining 
clergymen,  and  providing  for  the  worship  of  God,  in  the  planta- 
tions, colonies,  and  factories  of  England  beyond  the  seas.”  It 
has  therefore  been  engaged  in  this  great  Christian  work  for 
nearly  one  hundred  and  forty  years,  and  during  a whole  century 
it  was  the  only  Missionary  Society  in  connection  with  the  Church. 

It  has  four  principal  fields  of  labor : — 

I.  British  North  America. — Till  the  period  of  their  separation 
from  the  Mother  Country  in  1783,  the  United  States  were  pro- 
vided with  clergy  almost  exclusively  by  this  Society,  which 
therefore  has  had  the  high  privilege  and  blessing  of  planting  a 
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branch  of  Christ’s  holy  Church  in  the  New  World.  The  first 
North  American  Bishop,  Dr.  Samuel  Seabury,  was  one  of  its  mis- 
sionaries. 

Since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  its  efforts  have  been 
directed  to  the  Canadas,  New-Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  New- 
foundland, &c.  The  provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada 
are  in  extent  six  times  as  large  as  E?igland.  They  contain,  at 
this  time,  a scattered  population  of  more  than  a million,  and  it 
is  rapidly  increasing.  The  people  are  truly  like  sheep  not 
having  a shepherd,  there  being,  on  the  the  average,  hardly  a 
clergyman  for  a district  as  large  as  an  English  county.  In  New- 
Brunswick  so  much  has  their  spiritual  destitution  been  felt,  that 
public  prayers  have  been  offered  up  that  “ the  Almighty  would 
vouchsafe,  in  His  own  good  time,  to  raise  up  for  them  ordained 
ministers  of  His  Church,  who  might  instruct  them  in  His  word, 
and  duly  administer  His  Holy  Sacraments.”  The  wants  of  Nova 
Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Cape  Breton,  and  Prince  Edward  Island, 
are  hardly  less  urgent. 

II.  The  West  Indies. — These  Islands  contain  nearly  one  million 
of  negroes,  but  recently  admitted  to  the  rights  of  freemen.  They 
are  eager  for  Christian  instruction  ; they  demand  that  mission- 
aries should  be  sent  to  them.  On  one  estate  the  negroes  have 
even  threatened  to  leave  their  employer,  unles  a church  and 
minister  were  provided. 

III.  India. — England  holds  in  subjection  one  hundred  millionsof 
heathens  and  idolaters.  India  is  at  once  our  glory  and  our  shame. 
Though  we  have  been  masters  there  for  nearly  a century,  little 
has  yet  been  done  towards  the  christianizing  of  that  mighty 
empire.  At  length,  however,  it  seems  that  the  fields  are  whiten- 
ing for  the  harvest.  There  is  a Bishop  in  each  of  the  three 
Presidencies.  The  Society  maintains  there  twenty-seven  mis- 
sionaries. It  has  established  a college  at  Calcutta  for  the  educa- 
tion of  a native  clergy,  and  already  twenty  one  of  its  pupils  are 
preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  heathen.  It  has  besides  flourishing 
schools  at  Madras. 

IV.  Australia. — This  enormous  continent,  nearly  equal  in  extent 
to  the  whole  of  Europe,  is  occupied  along  part  of  its  coast  only, 
and  occupied  so  as  no  other  country  in  the  world  ever  was,  by 
criminal  convicts, — exiles  and  outcasts  from  our  own  society. 
It  has  been  made  the  prison-house  of  England.  The  Bishop 
himself  came  home  about  four  years  ago,  to  represent  the  fright- 
ful moral  condition  of  the  great  mass  of  the  jiopulation,  and 
their  extreme  destitution  of  the  means  of  grace.  The  Society 
then  at  once  determined,  in  reliance  upon  the  Divine  blessing, 
to  enter  zealously  upon  this  new  field  of  labor.  It  promised  to 
maintain  thirty  missionaries ; and  within  two  years  thirty  mis- 
sionaries have  gone  out.  An  impulse  was  given  to  the  religious 
feelings  of  the  free  settlers ; — churches  and  schools  were  built. 
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The  subjoined  extract  from  a letter  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Gazette  to  the  Secretary 
of  this  venerable  Society,  is  given  in  further  illustration  of  its  mode  of  interesting 
Churchmen  in  the  missionary  work.  For  a former  extract  on  the  same  subject,  see 
page  249. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  proceedings,  we  attended  a 
very  influential  meeting  of  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the 
Society,  in  the  city  of  Durham,  in  which  the  proposal  you  sug- 
gested of  appointing  a Secretary  for  each  deanery  was  cordially 
adopted  ; and  it  was  further  resolved,  at  the  same  meeting,  that 
‘ where  no  Decanal  Secretary  already  exists,  the  Diocesan  Sec- 
retary (with  the  sanction  of  the  Bishop)  should  be  empowered 
to  request  the  services  of  some  one  of  the  clergy  of  the  deanery 
as  Secretary. 

This  important  resolution  was  cordially  responded  to  in  the 
different  deaneries,  and  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  it  will 
be  carried  into  effect  throughout  the  diocese  of  Durham. 

In  every  deanery  throughout  the  diocese  a zealous  friend  of 
the  Society  has  been  found,  who  has  undertaken  the  duties  of 
Secretary  for  the  deanery.  Those  duties  being  to  suggest  to 
the  neighboring  clergy  the  formation  of  parochial  associations — 
to  assist  them  generally  in  the  formation  of  such  associations — and 
to  supply  them  with  the  publications  and  papers  of  the  Society. 

We  thus  hope  that  a permanent  organization  has  been 
effected,  by  which  the  knowledge  of  the  Society  and  its  opera- 
tions will  be  more  generally  diffused  throughout  this  important 
diocese  ; each  township  and  rural  parish  will  thus  receive, 
through  their  regular  channel,  that  information  which  (we  doubt 
not)  will  create  in  the  minds  of  our  people  a lively  interest  in 
the  promotion  and  success  of  this  great  work  of  our  Church. 

We  have  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  informing  you,  that  in 
nearly  all  the  meetings  which  we  attended,  whether  of  parochial 
associations  in  rural  parishes,  or  in  towns,  there  was  a numerous 
attendance  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  that  a warm  interest  in 
the  Society  was  expressed  by  all — in  itself  a gratifying  proof, 
that  the  friends  of  the  Society  need  but  to  bring  its  claims  gene- 
rally before  the  members  of  the  Church  by  such  simple  means 
as  these  associations  offer,  to  confirm  and  increase  the  improving 
feeling  of  affection  for  the  Church,  and  to  strengthen  the  Society 
as  her  organ  in  these  important  and  various  labors. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

DOMESTIC  COMMITTEE. 

Sept.  6,  1941. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  salaries  of  several  missionaries  were  fixed.  The  resig- 
nation of  the  Rev.  C.  B.  Stout,  and  of  the  Rev.  Timothy  Minor, 
was  accepted. 

Sept.  20.  The  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Onderdonk  took  the  chair.  The 
Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Kemper  also  favored  the  meeting  with  his  attendance. 

On  the  nomination  of  Bishop  Kemper  the  Rev.  Z.  H.  Gold- 
smith was  appointed  a missionary  in  Iowa,  and  the  Rev.  J.  G 
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Hull  a missionary  in  Missouri ; and  Sarcoxie,  Missouri,  and  vi- 
cinity, was  recognized  as  a station. 

FOREIGN. 

Sept.  7,  1841. — The  Rev.  Dr.  Milnor  in  the  Chair. 

Sept.  21,  L841. — The  Rt.  Rev.  Chairman  present. 

Appropriations  were  made  for  the  missions  at  Athens,  Crete, 
Mardin  and  China,  for  the  year  1S42,  and  for  the  semi-annual 
shipment  of  articles  needed  for  the  support  of  the  W.  African 
mission.  These  appropriations  amount  to  about  $12,000. 

Letters  received  from  the  various  missions,  China  excepted, 
were  read.  The  operations  of  the  Crete  mission,  it  appeared, 
had  been  for  a season  suspended.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Southgate  had 
reached  Mesopotamia  in  June,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Mos- 
soul  before  prosecuting  his  inquiries  at  Mardin.  Encouraging 
statements  from  Africa,  Texas  and  Athens  were  submitted. 

INTELLIGENCE. 

Missionary  Notices  (Domestic.) — The  Rev.  Timothy  Minor 
has  resigned  his  appointment  as  a missionary  in  Illinois. 

The  Rev.  Z.  H.  Goldsmith,  of  Maryland,  has  been  appointed 
u missionary  in  Iowa,  and  assigned  to  Davenport  and  its  vici- 
nity ; and  the  Rev.  John  G.  Hull,  of  Connecticut,  a missionary 
in  Missouri,  and  been  assigned  to  the  new  station  at  Sarcoxie 
and  vicinity,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  state. 

Funds  for  Domestic  Missions. — The  Domestic  Committee 
call  attention  to  the  low  state  of  their  funds  and  the  necessity 
of  early  remittances  in  order  to  meet  existing  obligations. 

Domestic  Missionaries — who  are  needed. — The  Senior 
Missionary  Bishop  in  a recent  address  to  the  Convention  of 
Indiana,  makes  the  following  general  statement  in  reference  to 
the  kind  of  men  needed  in  the  Domestic  Department : — 

“ The  experience  of  my  clerical  brethren,  and  of  myself,  fully 
authorizes  the  declaration — for  we  know  it  from  a deep  convic- 
tion of  our  own  imperfections — that  able  men,  thoroughly  in- 
structed as  sound  divines,  and  prepared  to  refute  every  error, 
and  only  such,  should  come  to  the  West.  Those  who  cannot 
succeed  at  the  East — who  are  illiterate,  ignorant  of  human  na- 
ture, indolent,  or  characterized  by  great  peculiarities,  would  be 
useless  here.  The  post  demands  skilful,  vigilant,  and  brave  sol- 
diers, ready  to  endure  hardships  for  the  Great  Captain  of  our 
salvation.  How  useless  to  send  to  such  a station  the  maimed, 
the  careless,  or  the  unlearned  !” 
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Prayer  for  laborers  in  the  harvest. — In  view  of  the  great 
need  of  missionaries,  Bishop  Kemper  in  the  same  address  says : — 

“ Scattered  over  a wide  extent  of  country,  and  experiencing 
all  the  trials  and  discouragements  to  which  first  missionaries  are 
necessarily  exposed,  how  must  my  brethren  in  the  ministry  feel 
the  want  of  more  laborers  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord — of  co- 
workers who  can  sympathize  in  their  sorrows  and  participate 
of  their  joy— who  can  manfully  oppose  all  the  wiles  of  our  ene- 
mies— and  who  will  delight  in  proclaiming  the  blessed  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  to  perishing  sinners.  Under  a deep  sense  of  the 
spiritual  wants  of  our  infant  Diocese,  and  until  other  measures 
are  adopted,  I suggest,  especially  to  the  clergy,  the  propriety  of 
devotingthe  Ember  days  to  fasting  and  prayer,  during  which,  in 
our  private  devotions,  let  us  implore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to 
send  forth  laborers  into  his  harvest ; and  to  give  to  those  who 
shall  be  ordained  to  any  holy  function,  his  grace  and  heavenly 
benediction  ; that  so  the  glory  of  Almighty  God,  who  has  pur- 
chased to  himself  an  universal  Church,  by  the  precious  blood  of 
His  dear  Son,  may  be  showed  forth,  and  the  salvation  of  all 
men  be  set  forward.” 

Churches  without  debt. — In  some  of  the  Domestic  Mission- 
ary stations,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  serious  embarrassments  have 
arisen  from  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  erect  com- 
paratively expensive  churches  without  duly  counting  the  cost. 
The  Senior  Missionary  Bishop,  in  the  address  above  mentioned, 
holds  the  following  language  on  this  subject : 

“ I must  here  lift  up  my  voice  in  solemn  warning  against  the 
ruinous  practice  of  erecting  and  adorning  churches  before  funds 
have  been  secured.  What  anxiety  has  been  experienced  du- 
ring the  past  twelve  months,  in  several  of  our  parishes,  in  con- 
sequence of  heavy  debts  which  were  pressing  upon  them  and 
they  were  unable  to  meet  ! In  some  cases  I am  aware  that  the 
difficulty  arose  from  the  failure  of  individuals  to  fulfil  their  pro- 
mises and  pay  up  their  subscriptions.  But  there  have  been  in- 
stances where  recklessness  marked  every  step,  as  if  the  admo- 
nition of  the  apostle,  owe  no  man  any  thing,  did  not  as  well 
apply  to  vestrymen  or  trustees  as  individuals.  The  plea  that  a 
handsome  church,  a good  organ,  &c.,  are  necessary  to  attract 
attention  should  never  be  urged  by  a Christian — and,  in  my  esti- 
mation, it  is  valueless  and  false.  Our  object  is  to  bring  souls  to 
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Christ  through  the  riches  of  his  grace,  to  raise  up  a spiritual 
kingdom  of  humble  and  sanctified  worshippers.  The  Cross 
therefore,  with  its  sacred,  reviving  and  holy  doctrines,  urged 
with  energy  and  meekness  upon  every  man’s  conscience  in  the 
sight  of  God,  is  the  point  of  attraction  ; while  our  own  personal 
conformity  to  the  precepts  of  the  Saviour,  constantly  exempli- 
fying in  our  walk  and  conversation  whatever  is  lovely  and  of 
good  report,  will  be  of  greater  use  than  the  most  splendid  deco- 
rations. When  the  Lord  has  blessed  our  basket  and  our  store, 
let  us  devise  liberal  things  for  the  tabernacle  of  the  Most  High  ; 
but,  while  few  in  number,  and  limited  in  resources,  let  us  never 
dare  to  think  we  can  build  up  the  Church  by  means  which  are 
altogether  opposed  to  the  first  principles  of  the  Gospel.” 

Church  Lands. — We  have  occasionally  the  satisfaction  of  no- 
ticing, in  the  reports  of  missionaries  to  the  Domestic  Committee, 
the  offer  of  lands ; in  some  cases  as  church  lots,  in  others  as  glebes 
or  residences  for  clergymen.  Such  indications  of  a desire  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Church,  are  worthy  the  attention  of  all  pos- 
sessed of  lands  in  our  new  states  and  territories.  We  would 
press  upon  the  consideration  of  our  fellow  Churchmen,  the  great 
and  lasting  benefits  which  might  be  conferred  upon  the  Church, 
without  even  a sacrifice  to  them.  We  would  solicit  the  wealthy, 
non-resident  land  owner,  to  set  apart  and  consecrate,  as  it  were, 
a portion  of  his  western  or  southern  lands,  to  the  service  of  God, 
in  the  sanctuary.  What  more  fitting  tribute  can  he  render  to 
the  Church  of  his  affections  1 What  greater  kindness  can  he 
manifest  towards  his  brethren,  than  to  make  such  a use  of  a 
part  of  his  wealth  1 But  this  charitable  work  should  not  be  con- 
fined to  the  rich  or  the  non-resident.  Every  owner  of  the  soil 
may  now,  while  its  value  is  comparatively  little,  appropriate 
some  portion  of  it  to  the  support  of  the  Church,  without  incon- 
venience even  to  himself  or  family.  Generations  yet  to  come 
would  give  God  thanks  for  the  piety  of  this  age,  if  it  sought  to 
manifest  itself  in  such  a beneficial  form.  We  earnestly  hope 
that  the  subject  will  receive  the  attention  which  it  deserves. 
Especially  should  measures  be  taken,  in  reference  to  all  our 
new  states  and  territories,  to  provide  for  holding  in  security, 
(in  future,)  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church,  all  such  lands  as  may 
come  into  her  hands,  and  for  promoting  the  views  of  the  pious 
donors  who  may  thus  follow  primitive  practice,  in  making  the 
Church  an  inheritor  of  a part  of  their  earthly  possessions. 
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Foreign  Stations. — The  Committee  having  already  appro- 
priated 812,000  for  the  support  of  these  stations  the  coming 
year,  earnestly  request  that  early  provision  may  be  made  to 
meet  the  current  expenses.  The  postponement  in  contributing 
until  the  close  of  the  missionary  year,  has  threatened  serious 
embarrassment,  as  the  remittances  are  required  to  be  in  hand 
some  months  before  expended  at  the  several  missions  ; and  the 
payment  of  several  amounts  now  due  from  the  Committee,  has 
been  necessarily  delayed,  for  want  of  funds. 

The  English  Expedition  to  the  interior  of  Africa,  com- 
posed of  three  iron  steamers  and  a vessel  with  supplies,  and 
having  400  persons  attached  to  it,  left  Monrovia  for  the  river 
Niger  on  the  6 th  July. 

Baptist  Mission  up  the  River  Niger. — The  following  ex- 
tract from  a letter  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Savage,  at  Cape 
Palmas,  by  the  Rev.  John  Clarke,  a missionary  in  the  above  ex- 
pedition, furnishes  the  latest  intelligence  of  its  progress.  The 
letter  bears  date,  Fernando  Po,  March  1,  1841. 

“ We  think  this  a healthy  place.  The  high  land  is  near,  and 
there  is  a cleared  road  3,000  feet  up  the  mountain  : a house  could 
be  built  there,  and  would  be  above  fever  range,  and  only  8 to  10 
miles  from  Clarence,  and  within  4 or  5 miles  of  four  native 
towns.  At  Cameroons  too,  we  think  there  is  a good  opening 
for  an  entrance  to  the  most  depraved  and  degraded  creatures 
that  Africa  can  produce.  We  now  anxiously  pray  to  God  to 
open  a way  for  us  to  ascend  the  Niger;  and  we  hope  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Tshadda,  or  some  other  favorable  spot,  to  find 
a safe  locality  for  the  messengers  of  mercy,  for  the  heralds  of 
the  Lord  of  life.  Then,  if  spared,  we  shall  return  (by  you  if 
we  can)  to  England,  and  do  all  that  we  can  to  arouse  the 
churches  to  care  for  the  souls  of  the  sons  of  Africa.” 

Texas. — The  Rev.  Benjamin  Eaton,  after  laboring  success- 
fully at  Galveston  for  seven  months,  where  he  has  been  the  in- 
strument of  gathering  a promising  congregation,  and  where  a 
church  is  now  in  progress,  ( see  page  286,)  has  reached  New- 
York,  and  is  at  present  engaged  in  soliciting  funds  for  the 
church.  More  than  one  third  the  amount  required  has  been 
subscribed  in  Galveston.  The  object  is  commended  to  the  fa- 
vorable attention  of  those  who  wish  well  to  this  early  effort  to 
establish  the  Gospel  in  Texas. 
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DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

Contributions  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Committee  for 
Domestic  Missions,  f rom  the  lsf  to  the  1 5th  of  September,  1S41. 


DIOCESE  OP  RHODE-ISLAND. 

Pawtucket,  St.  Paul’s  Ch., --  18  00—  18  00 

DIOCESE  OF  NEW-JEKSEY. 

Orange,  St.  Mark’s  Ch., 2 00 — 2 00 

DIOCESE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Oxford,  Trinity  Ch., 40  00 

Philadelphia,  St.  Paul’s  Ch.,  BO  00 

“ St.  Peter’s  Ch.,  - - - - 5 00 

Miscellaneous, 6 00—100  00 

DIOCESE  OF  KENTUCKY. 

Southland,  Calvary  Ch.,  (a  missionary  station,)  ...  3 37 — 3 37 


$123  37 

Total  contributions  since  June  15,  82,147  61. 

Total  payments  since  June  15,  7,699  10. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Foreign  Committee  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  the  following  donations  from  15th  August  to  1 5th  Sept.,  1841. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Andover,  Christ,  B.  H.  Punchard,  Esq.,  - - - - - 25  00 

Boston,  Ladies’  Assoc.,  for  African  Mission,  ....  102  60 

Marblehead,  St.  Michael’s, 25  00—152  60 

RHODE-ISLAND. 

Pawtucket,  St.  Paul’s,  contribution,  half,  - - - * 18  00 

Warren,  St.  Mark’s,  Sunday  school,  for  education  of  Geo.  W. 

Hathaway, 20  00 — 38  00 

NEW-YORK. 

Troy,  St.  Paul’s,  collection  for  Greece,  45  00 — 45  00 

WESTERN  NEW-YORK. 

Ithaca,  St.  John’s,  collection  for  Greece,  - - - - 15  00 

Owego,  St.  Paul’s,  do.  do.  35  00—  50  00 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Oxford,  Trinity,  Rev.  G.  Sheets,  6 00—  6 00 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore,  “ a little  boy,”  .......  12 

Frederick  City,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Potts,  $30;  collection,  $30  62,  60  62 

Chestertown,  friends  of  Mrs.  Payne,  to  defray  expense  of  her 
return  to  America,  in  part,  92  00 — 152  74 

VIRGINIA. 

Clark  Co.,  Sunday  Practice  of  a physician,  $50  ; Mrs.  Whiting, 

for  Greece,  $20;  for  F.  M.,  81  50, 71  50 

Haymarket,  P.  William  Co.,  rector  and  congregation,  - - 30  00 

Millwood,  Clark  Co.,  collection,  - 117  69 

Port  Royal,  Caroline  Co.,  “ ------  21  00 

Winchester,  Christ,  “ 27  31 

Warrenton,  Farquier  Co.,  “ 45  00 

Support  of  a child  at  Cavalla  station,  to  be  named  for  the  late 
Frances  P.  Payne,  by  her  children,  - - - . - 25  00 

Miss  Sbipwith,  $20;  Miss  C.  Nowlans,  $5;  Mr.  Lewis  Berkley, 

$10  ; a little  girl,  13, 35  13 — 372  63 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Charleston,  St.  Stephen’s,  Miss.  Lecture,  $9;  offerings,  810  64,  19  64 

“ St.  Paul’s,  widow’s  mite,  $5;  Mrs.  R.  Marke,  for 

Greece,  $5;  Miss.  Assoc.,  $47;  ch.  offerings,  $24,  81  00—100  64 

GEORGIA. 

Columbus,  Trinity,  Mrs.  Ticknor, 2 00—  2 00 


Total  since  June  15,  $2,384  86.  $919  61 


N.  B.  $26  10,  acknowledged  page  268,  from  Orango.Va.,  should  have  been  one  half,  $13  03. 


■*  fa  Libnry 


' 

. 


; 


■ . 
if* 


k v-v’vJl 


•< 


"WU .tu, 


, JS1 « & 

Rji 


. 


